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ideology. But only Robert Kalivoda's "Husitská ideologie" (The Hussite Ideology), 
a completely new interpretation of Hussitism representing the first bourgeois revo
lution, fundamentally challenged the patterns of interpretation offered by Graus and 
Macek. Kalivoda's work, however, remained largely unknown and has not had much 
of an influence on developments since the 1980s, which led scholars such as Smahel 
back to the sources, and on the other hand into establishing a dialogue with West 
European medievalist research. 
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After the purges at the beginning of the so-called "normaüzation," Czech research 
into medieval history experienced an isolation from which it 'was able to emerge only 
after 1989. In the years immediately thereafter, and lacking a critical approach to its 
own role and purpose, it sought to emulate modern West European trends, in 
reality going on, under the cover of elevated proclamations, to pursue a factographi-
cally-structured historiography of persons and institutions, masking its profession
al deficiencies with purposefully modern catchwords such as the "privatization" 
having allegedly occurred in the 13th Century This concept was meant to explain how 
a "Central European-type" State, in which everything belonged to the ruling prince, 
could develop into the layered political Community, structured along property lines, 
of •which multitudinous sources from the high and late Middle Ages bear witness. 
Today, this attempt at an explanation is defended by Josef Zemlická, who basically 
only expands on the earlier interpretations of Dušan Třeštík, dating as far back as the 
1960s. In contrast to this, the younger generation, which is represented in the pre
sent article by Jan Klápště and Libor Jan, refutes the thesis of an alleged "privatiza
tion" and above all of a "Central European-type State" and Stresses "long duration," 
local conditions, according to them, being permeated by innovations from the west 
of Europe, and Přemislid rule gradually and incrementally altered towards what was 
current at the time in the Holy Roman Empire and, more generally, throughout 
Central Europe. 


