
SUMMARIE S 

" H O N O U R A N D P R A I S E T O G O D " 

B O U R G E O I S P I E T Y I N N O R T H W E S T E R N B O H E M I A N 
T O W N S U P T O T H E B A T T L E O F T H E W H I T E M O U N T A I N 

Michaela Hrubá 

Thi s contributio n examine s bourgeoi s wills from selected town s in northwes t 
Bohemi a directl y subordinate d to th e king (Louny , Litoměřice , Zatec , Üst i nad 
Labem ) as to thei r religious significance . A close look is taken at legacies addresse d 
to ecclesiastica l institutions , religious brotherhood s and literát e societie s as well as at 
charitabl e legacies. Th e autho r thu s seeks to solve th e questio n of religious orienta -
tion in generá l and in partieula r of th e importanc e of religion in th e everyday life of 
urba n dwellers. 20 to 30 percen t of th e testator s left estate s for th e good of thei r reli-
gion. The y represente d all social strata , with th e financiall y bette r off, however, prov-
ing th e least generous . Ther e is a distinc t predominanc e of th e female gender amon g 
thos e leaving an estate towar d a religious end , which migh t suggest tha t th e will was 
a way of makin g up for th e women' s margina l social statu s in thi s life. 

W H A T E A R L Y M O D E R N B O H E M I A N B O U R G E O I S 
L I B R A R I E S E X P L A I N A B O U T B O H E M I A N A N D 

E U R O P E A N C O N F E S S I O N A L T R A D I T I O N S 

Olga Fejtová /Jiří  Pešek 

Thi s stud y deals with th e "consumption " of religious (in th e broades t possible sense) 
literatuř e durin g th e perio d of confessiona l division and unde r pressure from re-
Catholicization , and make s use of researc h work devote d to th e histor y of printing , 
th e boo k market , and bourgeoi s readin g habit s developin g in urba n Bohemia n com -
munitie s in th e 16th and 17th centuries . I t focuses on Pragu e and subordinate d town s 
and is based predominantl y on systemati c analysis of comprehensiv e coUection s of 
estate inventorie s and testament s by Citizen s of Pragu e and Loun y (Laun) . In con -
trast to what Czec h literar y studie s and ecclesiastica l histor y have maintaine d unti l 
now, from abou t 1520 onward s readin g consumptio n in thos e town s and cities was 
characterise d by a massive influx of Germa n reformátor y literatuře , wheras interes t 
in th e locally established traditio n waned . Works of local origin were supplante d in 
bourgeoi s libraries by new, reformátor y titles which foun d thei r readershi p through -
ou t Centra l Europe . Thi s proces s had its fluctuation s which were caused by overall 
economi c development s and , mor e specifically, th e evolutio n of th e boo k marke t and 
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also by the ebb and flow of the process of reformation and counter-reformation in 
Europe. As a rule, works belonging to the more traditional Czech religious envi-
ronment did not survive in the second half of the 16th and throughout the 17th Cen-
tury unless they had been altered and adapted in the course of a new wave of refor-
mation and in this new guise "reimported" to Bohemia. 

"NE VERBUM DEI IN NOBIS SUFFOCETUR ... " 

P R E A C H E R S O F T H E E A R L Y H U S S I T E E R A A N D T H E I R 
R H E T O R I C A L T E C H N I Q U E 

Pavel Soukup 

Since preaching was very important for the Hussite reformers, the present contribu-
tion is based on the assumption that this appreciation of the role of the homily in 
connection with the use of eertain communication strategies is one of the principál 
reasons for the broad resonance the Hussite doctrine found across the whole social 
spectrum. The study focuses on the structural and rhetorical approaches used in 
those Latin and Old Czech sermons that have been preserved in verbatim form, 
mainly texts by Jan Hus and Jacobellus of Mies. Thus, the reconstruetion of the 
communicative process does not depend exclusively on meta-homiletic sources, but 
rather takes into account the sermons themselves, which had been neglected by past 
research efforts. In homilies both ad clerum and ad populum, the study detects 
addressee-orientated wording and speeifieally homiletic patterns of thought. Closer 
analysis shows that homiletic methods from the heyday of scholasticism were 
applied to Hussite sermons in a selective fashion. This result is especially valuable for 
an appraisal of the true importance of early Hussitism among the ecclesiastical 
reform movements of its time. 

O F H U M A N S A N D G R A V E S 
T H E R O L E O F T H E P L A C E O F B U R I A L I N L A T E 

M E D I E V A L U R B A N L I F E 

Hana Pátková 

This contribution deals with the question what importance their place of burial 
had for those living in an urban environment during the late middle ages. Hitherto 
international as well as Czech scholars have held the view that only for the nobility 
was the place of entombment of any relevance. Written sources and artefacts, even 
though their number may be rather small, permit a different interpretation. Hints 
pointing to special ideas having been entertained about where one would like to be 
buried and the desired looks of grave and gravestone allow conclusions (which are 
not further elaborated upon) to be drawn about what was common. Thus, analysis 
of sources from several Bohemian towns of differing religious orientation proves 


