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also by the ebb and flow of the process of reformation and counter-reformation in 
Europe. As a rule, works belonging to the more traditional Czech religious envi-
ronment did not survive in the second half of the 16th and throughout the 17th Cen-
tury unless they had been altered and adapted in the course of a new wave of refor-
mation and in this new guise "reimported" to Bohemia. 

"NE VERBUM DEI IN NOBIS SUFFOCETUR ... " 

P R E A C H E R S O F T H E E A R L Y H U S S I T E E R A A N D T H E I R 
R H E T O R I C A L T E C H N I Q U E 

Pavel Soukup 

Since preaching was very important for the Hussite reformers, the present contribu-
tion is based on the assumption that this appreciation of the role of the homily in 
connection with the use of eertain communication strategies is one of the principál 
reasons for the broad resonance the Hussite doctrine found across the whole social 
spectrum. The study focuses on the structural and rhetorical approaches used in 
those Latin and Old Czech sermons that have been preserved in verbatim form, 
mainly texts by Jan Hus and Jacobellus of Mies. Thus, the reconstruetion of the 
communicative process does not depend exclusively on meta-homiletic sources, but 
rather takes into account the sermons themselves, which had been neglected by past 
research efforts. In homilies both ad clerum and ad populum, the study detects 
addressee-orientated wording and speeifieally homiletic patterns of thought. Closer 
analysis shows that homiletic methods from the heyday of scholasticism were 
applied to Hussite sermons in a selective fashion. This result is especially valuable for 
an appraisal of the true importance of early Hussitism among the ecclesiastical 
reform movements of its time. 

O F H U M A N S A N D G R A V E S 
T H E R O L E O F T H E P L A C E O F B U R I A L I N L A T E 

M E D I E V A L U R B A N L I F E 

Hana Pátková 

This contribution deals with the question what importance their place of burial 
had for those living in an urban environment during the late middle ages. Hitherto 
international as well as Czech scholars have held the view that only for the nobility 
was the place of entombment of any relevance. Written sources and artefacts, even 
though their number may be rather small, permit a different interpretation. Hints 
pointing to special ideas having been entertained about where one would like to be 
buried and the desired looks of grave and gravestone allow conclusions (which are 
not further elaborated upon) to be drawn about what was common. Thus, analysis 
of sources from several Bohemian towns of differing religious orientation proves 
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tha t to attac h importanc e to one' s eventua l place of buria l was no t an exclusive 
prerogativ e of th e nobility . Similar to what was commo n in aristocrati c circles, 
respectfu l rememberanc e of decease d family member s and ancestor s was amon g th e 
centra l consideration s to be taken int o account . 

R E L I G I O U S B R O T H E R H O O D S I N T H E B A R O Q U E E R A , 
A N D T H E R E - C A T H O L I C I Z A T I O N O F B O H E M I A 

Jiří Mikulec 

Thi s stud y acquaint s th e reade r with th e histor y of religious fraternitie s in Bohemi a 
between 1620 and 1738. Th e autho r defines what constitute d a religious brotherhoo d 
durin g th e Baroqu e era in Bohemia , and present s a typology of th e 878 fraternitie s 
founde d in th e Bohemia n land s durin g tha t time . H e also deals with th e functio n of 
th e fraternitie s in th e proces s of re-Catholicizatio n durin g th e 17th Century , which he 
describe s as predominantl y auxiliary. At th e same time , however, he draws attentio n 
to th e definitel y active participation , in th e re-Catholizatio n efforts, of th e Marya n 
congregation s founde d by th e Jesuits . Anothe r subject of examinatio n are th e saint s 
whose namesake s th e Brotherhood s electe d to be, th e Situatio n being compare d to 
development s in th e neighbourin g contries . Th e final par t of th e stud y is devote d to 
source s containin g informatio n on privileges of indulgenc e awarded by th e Hol y See 
to brotherhood s in Bohemi a and elsewhere in th e 17th and 18th centuries . 

C O M P E T I N G P A T T E R N S O F P I E T Y , A N D A T T E M P T S 
AT I N N O V A T I O N W I T H I N M O N A S T I C O R D E R S 

Th e servite Orde r in th e Region nort h of th e Alps in th e 17 t h and 18 t h centurie s 

Veronika Čapská 

Durin g th e 17* Century , th e Orde r of th e Servant s of Mar y sought to re-establis h a 
foothol d on th e far side of th e Alps. Th e Senates ' attempt s at restitutin g forme r con -
vents and at creatin g ne w one s brough t the m in a Situatio n where the y compete d 
with othe r orders . Th e presen t contributio n examine s th e strategies which smaller 
order s such as th e Servant s of Mar y employe d in orde r to attai n thei r goals. I t 
emphasize s th e importanc e of maintainin g a semblanc e of historica l continuit y in th e 
way th e order s argued , but also th e extraordinar y attractivit y of new forms of piet y 
and devotio n to laity and monk s alike. Th e cult of th e Seven Pain s of th e Hol y Virgin 
Mar y and th e consecrate d black scapula r were by no mean s Servite inventions , but 
th e Servant s of Mar y succeede d in interpreting , propagatin g and incorporatin g the m 
in thei r religious rites to such an exten t tha t th e presenc e of thi s orde r throughou t 
centra l Europ e received a considerabl e impetus . 


