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F A T H E R F R A N Z R E T Z , G E N E R A L O F T H E S O C I E T Y 
O F J E S U S , A N D T H E I N T R O D U C T I O N O F P E N I T E N T I A L 

M I S S I O N S I N T H E B O H E M I A N L A N D S 

Martin Svatoš 

The Prague-born Father Franz Retz (1673-1750), the 15th generál of the Society of 
Jesus, was the order's only leader from Bohemia. The present article Starts off with 
rendering, in a nutshell, Father Retz' descent and biography, which have received 
scant attention so far. The main focus is on the period immediately before Retz 
joined the Jesuit order, and his eventual career within its ranks. A second part 
describes Retz's successful attempts at introducing penitential missions in Bohemia 
from 1733 onwards. Special attention is devoted to the guidelines which Retz gave 
the missionaries, and to his correspondence with the Province of Bohemia of the 
Jesuit order and also with the missionaries. The missions themselves are described as 
to their programme, the scenario to which they unfolded, and their outcome. 
A documentary Supplement carries reprints of Retz's eulogium, the rules Retz drew 
up for missionaries within the Province of Bohemia of the Society of Jesus and 
a description by Father Antonín Koniáš of the method of recollection as ušed in 
Prague. 

I N V E N T O R I E D A N D S E A L E D . 

T R E A S U R E S F R O M U P P E R L U S A T I A N C H U R C H E S 
AS A N O B J E C T O F P O L I T I C A L B A R G A I N I N G 

I N T H E R E F O R M A T I O N P E R I O D 

Kai Wenzel 

The churches in the margravate of Upper Lusatia once owned a wealth of gold 
articles forged in the late Middle Ages. Only few items have survived, most of them 
in the treasure vaults of the Cistercian female convent of St. Marienstern or the 
Bautzen cathedral of St. Peter. The overwhelming majority of the treasures held by 
the churches of the region was lost in the course of the reformation, at first because 
the Councils of the so-called Six towns sold items or had them melted down with the 
aim of using the proceeds for creating an independent social systém no longer linked 
to the church. In addition, items of high value aroused covetousness on the part of 
the sovereign, and some of them were impounded by King Ferdinand I. The climax 
of the sequestrations by the sovereign is marked by the punishment imposed against 
the Six towns of Upper Lusatia in 1547, an action caused by rivalries within the 
association of towns during the Schmalkaldic war: As part of the penalty, Ferdinand I 
had a considerable amount of valuable vessels and instruments which were ušed 
during service, and of valuable paraments, transported from Upper Lusatia to 
Prague. The items in question had already been inventoried and put under seal by 
a royal commission a few years previously. 


