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C O N F E S S I O N A N D C O N V E R S I O N . 

T R A N S C E N D I N G R E L I G I O U S B O U N D A R I E S I N C E N T R A L 
A N D E A S T E R N E U R O P E , 1 5 6 0 - 1 7 0 0 

Maria Cräciun/Jörg Deventer/Martin Elbel 

In recent years, research into the pre-modern religious environment has been char-
acterised by a host of attempts at widening, in a thematic as well as a methodical 
regard, the scope of possible approaches. Crucial questions concerning, for instance, 
religious practice and experience, in partieular in a Situation where there is an acute 
competition between religious orientations and denominations, have been posed 
with unprecedented urgency. The present contribution deals with a phenomenon 
which is, one might say, at the focal point of the thematic sphere thus delineated, 
and with the phenomenon's personification. The phenomenon is "conversion," the 
change of religious denomination, and its personification, the convert. The opera­
tive question is what findings may be realistically expected by examining across the 
whole ränge of central and eastern Europe forms and conditions of becoming a 
Roman Catholic, and the ways in which this switch of denomination was "staged" 
with regard to its public effect. The findings are that conversion must not be inter-
preted as a purely religious or ecclesiastical phenomenon. It has to be approached as 
a Compound of factors also concerning social history and history of everyday life, 
and it exists in multitudinous forms. Another conclusion is that the figuře of the 
convert is not a marginal phenomenon linked to a chosen few or to some social or 
intellectual elite - it may be found across the whole ränge of society. 

A F U T I L E P L E A : T H E L E T T E R K Ä T H E S P I E G E L S E N T T O 
T H E R E C T O R O F T H E G E R M A N C H A R L E S U N I V E R S I T Y 

I N P R A G U E O C T O B E R 1 1 , 1941 

Karel Hruza 

The author seeks to shed some light upon the final months in the life of the Prague 
German-Jewish historian and women's rights advocate, Käthe Spiegel (1898-1942?). 
In 1941, Spiegel was deported from Prague to the Ghetto in Lodz. Her fate beyond 
this point could not be determined. As a documentary Supplement, a letter is reprint-
ed which Spiegel addressed to the rector of the German University in Prague, whom 
she implored to help avoid her imminent deportation. 


