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T O T A L I T A R I A N T R A D I T I O N S I N C Z E C H P O L I T I C S 

Jan Holz er 

Prompted by Havelka's raising the question of a totalitarian epoch in the Bohemian 
lands after 1939, the author of the present contribution asks why communist rule 
was so easily established in Czechoslovakia. That this systém was indeed totalitar
ian he does not question. The fact that Czech society did not offer much of a 
resistance against communism and that its retrospective view of the communist era 
is not altogether negative is, according to Holzer, accounted for by a specifically 
Czech, traditional concept of politics. Holzer identifies a tendency (having emerged 
in the 19th Century) to conceive politics as the realization of certain moral and nation
al imperatives and to reject an openly negotiated compromise between conflicting 
social interests, favouring national unity instead. Moreover, Czech society twice -
after 1918 and after 1945/48 - radically altered its systém of values and perceptions. 
The author suggests a scientific, interdisciplinarian evaluation of Czech political tra
dition, arguing that there is no alternative way to prevent a return of totalitarian rule. 

T O T A L I T A R I A N I S M A N D P O S T - T O T A L I T A R I A N I S M 
I N T H E C Z E C H R E P U B L I C 

Milan Znoj /Jiří Koubek 

This contribtion traces the changing interpretations to which the concept of totali
tarianism was subject in their respective ideological contexts since its emergence in 
the 1920s. The authors make the point that if one discounts claims of a purely ideo
logical nature, only two periods in 20th-century Czech history were truly totalitar
ian: the "protectorate" (1939-1945) and the first years of communist rule from 1948 
to 1953. As regards the post-Stalinist communist period, they suggest that the con
cept of post-totalitarianism proposed by Juan Linz be applied. This would make it 
possible, on one hand, to distinguish between the goals the systém claimed to be 
putting into practice, and societal reality and thus to describe, for instance, the 
changing importance of ideology and mass mobilization. O n the other hand, this 
model offers a differentiated terminology for the early, mature, and ultimately the 
"frozen" stages of post-totalitarianism during the period of "normalization." 

T H E C O N C E P T O F T O T A L I T A R I A N I S M A N D 
I T S C H A N G E S I N T H E C O U R S E O F T H E 2 0 T H C E N T U R Y 

Clemens Vollnhals 

The term "totalitarianism" was coined in Italy by the Opposition against Mussolini's 
fascist dictatorship and used as a catchword in order to point out its novel nature. 
A second line of tradition aiming at conceptualizing the term was a consequence 


