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author analyzes in this contribution how the theory of totalitarianism is being ap­
plied and what results this produces. The literatuře examined is divided into studies 
devoted to the claims used to justify totalitarian rule and those devoted to totalitar­
ian rule in reality, with the focus being on questions pertaining to the normative force 
of science, the possibilities of explaining dynamics of governmental power, and to 
people involved in the changes observed. AU these factors demonstrate that the the­
ory of totalitarianism is of limited value for the historiographic evaluation of statě 
socialism in East Central Europe, albeit as a phenomenon of contemporary history 
it does merit attention. 
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Taking into account aspects of the 1968 events in Eastern and Western Europe com­
mon to both political blocs might open up an interesting field of research if compar-
ative aspects and those pertaining to a historiography of inter-bloc interdependen-
cies are successfully combined. Recent scholarly publications suggest three areas to 
which this might be applied: political programs and orientations of the acting 
people, the extent to which lifestyles and mentalities on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain mutually influenced each other, and meetings between actors from East and 
West and the results for their perception of each other. A Synopsis of the conclusions 
proposed demonstrates that developments in Eastern and Western Europe were 
similar in their anti-governmental thrust. Sometimes, this similarity was due to 
true mutual perceptions and real influences. Misunderstandings and projections, 
however, were of similar importance for this history of interdependence as was the 
adoption of cultural and ideological imports specific to the respective bloc and 
context. 


