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THE MEDIA AND THE PUBLIC 
The National and Trans-National Influence Potential of the Mass Media 

in the Difficult Relationship between Czechs, Slovaks, and Germans 

Christoph Cornelißen IRoman HolecIMiroslav Kunštát 

In this introductory contribution, the authors explain the central questions which 
are treated in this special issue containing the papers presented to a Conference of the 
German-Czech and German-Slovak Commission of Historians, and summarize the 
contributions in a nutshell. Their starting point is the Observation that modern mass 
media, while trans-national in effect, always remain linked to a national context due 
to language and traditions. With this as a backdraw, individual case histories exem-
plifying the development of the mass media since the beginning of the 19 th Century 
are presented. The focus is on the political potential of the media on one hand, with 
their importance for the fundamental politicization of European societies during the 
19th Century being assessed as well as their being exploited by the dictatorships of the 
20 th Century. On the other hand, aspects characterising the development of inter-
societal relations are examined, such as how the media shaped the pictures which 
Czechs, Germans, and Slovaks had of one another. Finally, the authors list deficits of 
the research Situation with a special view to the particularities applying to East 
Central Europe where, during the last two decades, not only a rapid development of 
the mass media themselves has taken place, but media sciences have been recreated 
to a considerable degree. 

M E D I A H I S T O R Y O F T H E M O D E R N A G E : 

A P P R O A C H E S , R E S U L T S , A N D G E R M A N P E R S P E C T I V E S 

Frank Bosch 

The history of the media may be analysed in rather different ways. The present arti-
cle first presents approaches customarily used by media and communication scien
ces in the past and goes on to discuss novel approaches to media history and recent 
findings of the historical sciences. The authors favour placing less emphasis on the 
contents of selected media and their individual development and more on how the 
media fit into social history, since almost every topič, at least as far as the modern age 
is concerned, has aspects relevant to media history. Only rarely, however, have these 
aspects been analysed in political, cultural or social history, research into historical 
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gender relations, the history of towns or cities or the history of transnational rela-
tions. Possible results of this latter approach are summarily listed predominantly for 
developments since the latě 19th Century in the German environment, for which 
there are much more studies than there are for Eastern Europe. 

J O U R N A L I S M A N D M E D I A S C I E N C E S 
I N T H E C Z E C H R E P U B L I C 

Some Deliberations on their Historical Development 

Barbara Köpplova I Jan Jirák 

Taking developments since 1989 as a starting point, this contribution deals with the 
history of the Czech Press on one hand, starting with the beginning of the 18th Cen
tury, and with the treatment of journalism and the media in science on the other. The 
authors demonstrate that the Czech press scene was mirror and at the samé time, 
motor for the cultural development and for the politicization of the Czech nation. 
They follow developments from the First Republic, where the media experienced a 
heyday, through repression during the German occupation, up to the socialist era. 
They elaboráte on individual phases of socialist press politics and describe the exploi-
tation of the media for political goals, but also their modernization. Scientific treat
ment of media developments is also traced back to the start, as is the professionali-
zation of the journalistic trade. According to the authors, this rieh tradition has been 
taken into consideration far too rarely after 1989: much too frequently the press, but 
also the newly established media sciences followed models from the West. The main 
goal of the authors thus is to draw attention to the inspiration that can be gleaned 
from the own past, in media science and other disciplines dealing with the media. 

T H E I M P O R T A N C E O F P E R I O D I C A L S F O R T H E S W I T C H 
F R O M P O L I T I C A L P A R T I E S U N I T I N G N O T A B L E S 

T O M A S S P A R T I E S : 

The čase of moravia 

Jiří Malíř 

The press contributed in considerable measure to the national and political mobili-
zation of Czech Society between the revolution of 1848 and World War I. Using 
Moravia as an example, the present article examines the role of the press in the trans-
formation from parties representing notables into parties representing the masses, 
and also how the press, in turn, was affected in this process. Soon there were more 
Czech periodicals in Moravia than German ones. The spectrum of periodicals grew 
broader, and the Czech press, attracting an ever larger part of the population, grew 


