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gender relations , th e histor y of town s or cities or th e histor y of transnationa l rela-
tions . Possible result s of thi s latte r approac h are summaril y listed predominantl y for 
development s since th e latě 19th Centur y in th e Germa n environment , for which 
ther e are muc h mor e studie s tha n ther e are for Easter n Europe . 

J O U R N A L I S M A N D M E D I A S C I E N C E S 
I N T H E C Z E C H R E P U B L I C 

Some Deliberation s on thei r Historica l Developmen t 

Barbara Köpplova I Jan Jirák 

Takin g development s since 1989 as a startin g point , thi s contributio n deals with th e 
histor y of th e Czec h Press on on e hand , startin g with th e beginnin g of th e 18th Cen-
tury, and with th e treatmen t of journalis m and th e medi a in science on th e other . Th e 
author s demonstrat e tha t th e Czec h press scene was mirro r and at th e samé time , 
moto r for th e cultura l developmen t and for th e politicizatio n of th e Czec h nation . 
The y follow development s from th e Firs t Republic , where th e medi a experience d a 
heyday, throug h repressio n durin g th e Germa n occupation , up to th e socialist era. 
The y elaborát e on individua l phase s of socialist press politic s and describe th e exploi-
tatio n of th e medi a for politica l goals, but also thei r modernization . Scientifi c treat -
men t of medi a development s is also trace d back to th e start , as is th e professionali -
zatio n of th e journalisti c trade . Accordin g to th e authors , thi s rieh traditio n has been 
taken int o consideratio n far to o rarely after 1989: muc h to o frequentl y th e press, but 
also th e newly established medi a science s followed model s from th e West. Th e main 
goal of th e author s thu s is to dra w attentio n to th e inspiratio n tha t can be gleaned 
from th e own past , in medi a science and othe r discipline s dealin g with th e media . 

T H E I M P O R T A N C E O F P E R I O D I C A L S F O R T H E S W I T C H 
F R O M P O L I T I C A L P A R T I E S U N I T I N G N O T A B L E S 

T O M A S S P A R T I E S : 

Th e čase of moravi a 

Jiří Malíř 

Th e press contribute d in considerabl e measur e to th e nationa l and politica l mobili -
zatio n of Czec h Societ y between th e revolutio n of 1848 and World War I. Usin g 
Moravi a as an example , th e presen t articl e examine s th e role of th e press in th e trans -
formatio n from partie s representin g notable s int o partie s representin g th e masses, 
and also ho w th e press, in turn , was affected in thi s process . Soon ther e were mor e 
Czec h periodical s in Moravi a tha n Germa n ones . Th e spectru m of periodical s grew 
broader , and th e Czec h press, attractin g an ever larger par t of th e population , grew 
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into a network penetrating not only the strictly political aspects of life, but the whole 
ränge of them. The importance of party periodicals, however, remained especially 
high. The most important mass media of their time, daily newspapers affiliated with 
or owned by political parties not only championed goals of their respective parties, 
they formed an organisational node. An appendix presents a table which lists the 
most important newspapers and Journals in Moravia by political orientation. 

T H E P R E S S A F F I L I A T E D W I T H T H E L I B E R A L N A T I O N A L 
P A R T Y , 1 8 6 1 - 1 9 1 4 

The Structure of the Media Organisation of a Czech Party for Notables 

Luboš Velek 

Being a traditional party for notables, up to 1910 the Liberal National Party (Ná-
rodní strana svobodomyslná) did not have a daily newspaper of its own. However, 
for many years it entertained close ties to the Young Czech "Národní listy", which 
it was able to use not only for agitation, but also as an organisational centre. Towards 
the end of the 19th Century, the competition represented by mass and class parties 
grew stronger. The Liberal National Party had to adapt. The resulting reform pro-
fessionalized not only procedures and party work as such, but also the media Orga-
nisation. A differentiated press scene evolved around the party, taking into account 
different interests of the people concerned. Local and regional media in particular 
enjoyed a dynamic development. In the end, the Liberal National Party succeeded in 
purchasing the "Národní listy" daily. After all, it possessed a party newspaper which 
it directly controlled and which continually supported its work. 

T H E S L O V Á K B R O A D C A S T I N G C O R P O R A T I O N , 
1 9 3 8 - 1 9 4 5 

Vladimir Draxler 

The Slovák Broadcasting Corporation came about in connection with the founding 
of the "Slovák State". Its main base was in Bratislava, with a branch office at Prešov. 
It developed a comprehensive schedule containing newscasts and features on cul-
ture, art and music. This contribution sketches the conditions in which the radio Sta-
tion worked: it was part of the authoritarian, nationalist Tiso administration and 
thus became the object of attempts to open it up for German interests and German 
war propaganda. At this time, Slovák listeners were also being targeted by Allied 
radio stations as well as by those belonging to Nazi Germany. When the Slovák 
Uprising broke out in August, 1944, the Slovák radio was drawn into the quarrel 
between conflicting factions. Whereas the Slovák Broadcasting Corporation as a 
whole remained loyal to the government until the end of the war, individual staff 
members set up an insurgent radio station in Banská Bystrica, which managed to 
broadcast on behalf of the resistance for two months. 


