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A Case Study on the Linguistic Integration of Expellees 
in the State of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

Klaas-Hinrich Ehlers 

After the Second World War, more than 12 mülions of refugees and expellees of 
German descent, Coming from regions where Eastern varieties of German were spo-
ken, arrived in regions situated a good deal further to the west. That the local popu-
lation received such a great infusion of people Coming from somewhere eise is usu-
ally interpreted as an important reason for the fact that local dialects were consider-
ably weakened on the territory of both the GDR and the FRG during the post-war 
years. However, recent field research in Mecklenburg shows that many expellees 
learned the Lower German local dialects of their new environment rather quickly. 
Thus, after 1945, Lower German dialects at first gained new Speakers. Using the 
example of one expellee family of Silesian-Sudeten German origin, the present study 
examines in what circumstances the learning of Lower German took place. The case 
study ends with a few working hypotheses of a generál nature pertaining to the cir-
cumstances of linguistic contact in places of resettlement in Mecklenburg, which will 
form the starting point of a planned research project on the linguistic acculturation 
of expellees in this particular German region. 
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This contribution asks what was the place and importance of anti-Semitism for the 
processes of trans-nationalisation of Slovák nationalism in Europe around the turn 
of the 19th and 20th centuries. Referring first to recent methodological and theoreti-
cal research on the f ormation of an European public opinion and on pre-World-War-II 
anti-Semitism, it then proceeds to analyzing the ideological discrepancy between 
the emancipationist discourse of international campaigns against the efforts aimed at 
a "Magyarization" of Hungary on one hand and their often anti-Semitic undertones 
on the other. To what extent did these campaigns reflect the trans-national nature of 
contemporary anti-Semitism? That question is examined first by taking a close look 
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