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at the Cooperation between the non-Magyar nationalities of Hungary and cisleitha-
nian representatives of the Christian Social orientation during the 1890s. Further 
examples are the boost which the idea of Czecho-Slovak "mutuality" received 
around the turn of the centuries and the efforts aimed at recruiting celebrities such 
as the authors Björnstjerne Björnson and Lev Tolstoi, who were regarded as moral 
authorities throughout Europe, for the cause of the Hungarian Slovaks. 
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After the first Czechoslovak Republic had been founded in 1918, the two represen-
tative theaters in Prague, the New German Theater and the National Theater, had to 
redefine their respective place and role in society. With the Czechoslovak statě 
having been founded, the "political mission" of the National Theater had exhausted 
itself, whereas the New German Theater had become, in the ČSR, a theater repre
senting a minority. The two national theater environments, which had in this way 
been strictly separated from each other, continued to exist for the time being, the 
Separation experiencing its peak in 1920 when the Theater of the Estates was seized 
by Czech actors. Thereafter, with political détente progressing, national views grad-
ually disappeared from the image the respective theaters cultivated of themselves, 
from literatuře and journalism, and from the respective repertories. A new politi-
cization came about for both theaters only with the threat of National Socialism. 
Now, however, the actors closely cooperated as defenders of Czechoslovak demo-
cracy and as champions of a (German) culture separate from that of the Reich 
proper. 

"A P I L L A R O F G E R M A N I Z A T I O N " ? 

H O W T H E F A M I L Y C O L L O R E D O - M A N N S F E L D WAS 
D E P R I V E D O F T H E I R R I G H T S A N D E X P R O P R I A T E D 

D U R I N G W O R L D W A R I I 
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The present study deals with the fate of the noble family Colloredo-Mannsfeld from 
the founding of the first Czechoslovak Republic through to the time after the com-
munist takeover of 1948. Having belonged to the élite in the Habsburg monarchy, 
after 1918 the Colloredo-Mannsfeld were stripped of all privileges just like other 
families belonging to the former nobility, and a considerable part of their property 
was nationalized. During the German occupation, members of the family were pro-
secuted as representatives of the Czech élite. The possessions which had been seized 


