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The author reports on several exhibitions and other events which took place in the

spring of 2012 and were devoted to the 70th anniversary of the attack on the life of

Reinhard Heydrich, carried out in Prague by Czechoslovak commandos on May 27,

1942, with Heydrich dying on the fourth of June. Also included are documentaries

and movies of Czech provenance, produced for both television and movie theatre,

and Czech-language books belonging to the scientific, popular scientific and enter-

taining genres. The author explores forms, aims and concrete content of the evoca-

tion of memories of the assassins, Josef Gabčík and Jan Kubiš, and their helpers who

had likewise been flown in from England, of their secret supporters and the victims

of the wake of prosecutions unleashed by the German occupiers, the so-called

“Heydrichiad”. An important result is that truly scientific publications are greatly

outnumbered, with military history taking first place within the scientific group. In

general, the public was confronted with factual and military historical detail, the aim

of the assassination was stressed, its function characterised as retaliation, and the

assassins and the victims of the “Heydrichiad” were presented as heroes essential to

national identity. The Czech nation and Czech patriotism were focal points for most

events, movies and publications.
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For Czechoslovakia, which had been founded in the wake of World War I, one of its

first priorities was to achieve full-scale separation from Austria. As far as the econo-

my was concerned, the way to achieve this goal was the policy of “nostrification”.

The present study evaluates the effectiveness of the nostrification measures. The

author reaches the conclusion that while the new nation did emancipate itself on a

legislative level and in the sphere of international politics economic nostrification

achieved mixed results, to say the least. The concept of privileging the home econo-


