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W O R K I N G  O N  T H E  “ M E M O RY  O F  T H E  N AT I O N ” .  

A  R E P O RT  D E V O T E D  T O  T H E  7 0 TH A N N I V E R S A RY  O F

R E I N H A R D  H E Y D R I C H ’ S  A S S A S S I N AT I O N  I N  P R A G U E

Karel H r u z a

The author reports on several exhibitions and other events which took place in the

spring of 2012 and were devoted to the 70th anniversary of the attack on the life of

Reinhard Heydrich, carried out in Prague by Czechoslovak commandos on May 27,

1942, with Heydrich dying on the fourth of June. Also included are documentaries

and movies of Czech provenance, produced for both television and movie theatre,

and Czech-language books belonging to the scientific, popular scientific and enter-

taining genres. The author explores forms, aims and concrete content of the evoca-

tion of memories of the assassins, Josef Gabčík and Jan Kubiš, and their helpers who

had likewise been flown in from England, of their secret supporters and the victims

of the wake of prosecutions unleashed by the German occupiers, the so-called

“Heydrichiad”. An important result is that truly scientific publications are greatly

outnumbered, with military history taking first place within the scientific group. In

general, the public was confronted with factual and military historical detail, the aim

of the assassination was stressed, its function characterised as retaliation, and the

assassins and the victims of the “Heydrichiad” were presented as heroes essential to

national identity. The Czech nation and Czech patriotism were focal points for most

events, movies and publications.

B E T W E E N  S E L F - S U F F I C I E N C Y,  E M A N C I PAT I O N  A N D

D I S C R I M I N AT I O N : T H E S O - C A L L E D “N O S T R I F I C AT I O N ”

P O L I C Y  I N  P O S T- 1 9 1 8  C Z E C H O S L O VA K I A

Antonie Doležalová

For Czechoslovakia, which had been founded in the wake of World War I, one of its

first priorities was to achieve full-scale separation from Austria. As far as the econo-

my was concerned, the way to achieve this goal was the policy of “nostrification”.

The present study evaluates the effectiveness of the nostrification measures. The

author reaches the conclusion that while the new nation did emancipate itself on a

legislative level and in the sphere of international politics economic nostrification

achieved mixed results, to say the least. The concept of privileging the home econo-
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my led to a multitude of individual relationships being established between state

authorities and lobbyists, and this in turn distorted competition and caused the cost

of running the state to rise. In the final count, the macroeconomic goals of nostrifi-

cation could not be achieved.

“ S U D E T E N / S U D E T Y ” ,  A  K I N D  O F  G E R M A N - C Z E C H

PA L I M P S E S T

Mirek N ě m e c

This contribution deals with the notion behind the word “Sudety” (in German:

Sudeten), and its derivations and connotations in Czech. The narrative starts in the

middle of the 19th century, when the catchword started its career, and leads up to the

present time. The author relates what changes its meaning has undergone in the

course of time, reflecting parallel changes in the “conflict community” of Czech and

German nationals and their respective discourse about national territory. For a long

time, mutually excluding German and Czech notions of “Sudeten/Sudety” repre-

sented a dichotomy. Only under the democratic conditions established after 1989 has

a degree of reconciliation been possible, with connotations referring to the antago-

nism between the nations being refuted. In the Czech environment, however, the

word “Sudety” has reacquired a naïve or idealistic content in the process.

T H E  C Z E C H  L E F T  W I N G  R E C O L L E C T E D

Miloš H á j e k

In 2011, Miloš Hájek published his memoirs in the Czech language. Born in 1921,

Hájek became a communist during the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. He

joined the resistance. In 1944, he was arrested by the Gestapo and sentenced to death

by a German special court. He escaped execution because uprising had begun in

Prague by May 1945. After the war, Hájek worked as a historian and journalist, and

during the 1960s he sought to advance the cause of reformed socialism. In 1996, he

was awarded the title “Righteous Among the Nations” by the state of Israel be-

cause in occupied Prague he had rescued Jewish people.

Bohemia offers a German translation of the Chapter “Imprisonment”. In it, Hájek

recounts his arrest, the time in jail, fellow prisoners and guards, the court proceed-

ings and the torturous weeks and months in his cell, torn between the expectation of

the death sentence being executed and the hope that he might yet be liberated 

somehow.


