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With the big enlargement of the European Union in 2004, ten more countries were

added to the 15 existing member states. At this point, the European Commission had

a report drawn up on the mountain regions throughout Europe. Up to the present

day, this report represents the most detailed analysis on the topic concerned. Apart

from a proposal on how to delineate mountainous regions, it contains comprehen-

sive data on many aspects of those areas. The present contribution draws upon the

report in order to sketch earlier, 20th-century developments. At the outset, the

author deals with the difference between geographical and historical approaches, and

describes the current state of historical research. The next part deals with the corre-

lation between environmental conditions and historical contexts, principally refer-

ring to studies of a demographic and economic nature. Finally, the study mentions

aspects of the so-called “forest transition”, the history of economic development, of

political dependencies and cultural ambiguities. In general terms, this study aims at

providing yardsticks for a comparison between the Alps and the Carpathian moun-

tains.

T O WA R D  A  S O C I A L I S T  L A N D S C A P E ?  T H E  C H A N G E  

O F  A G R I C U LT U R E  I N  T H E  S L O VA K  C A R PAT H I A N S

Martin Z ü c k e r t

In the course of the 20th century, the typical landscape of the Slovak Carpathians saw

considerable changes. In socialist Czechoslovakia, starting with the 1960s, the con-

sequences of economic planning by the government, of industrialization, tourism

and, most of all, of the transformation of agriculture caused by collectivization re-

sulted in considerations about how to alter or to protect the specific appeareance of

a given landscape. Conservationists, planning authorities, and people involved in tour-

ism discussed, among other things, the importance of the traditional appearance of

the mountain landscape. Drawing upon a study by conservationist Milan Paca-

novský, the present contribution takes a detailed look at those debates. The author

examines if and to what extent a specifically socialist landscape did exist and whet-

er to achieve it was an aim in itself. On a superior level, the auther asks what kind of

political implications have determined changes of the landscape in the Slovak Car-

pathians.


