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Wilko Graf v o n  H a r d e n b e r g

This paper looks at the role of modernisation in the development of nature conser-

vation and management initiatives in the Alps. Central in the interpretation is the

fact that nature conservation cannot be seen only as form of reaction to the stresses

posed to the environment by ongoing modernisation. It was, in fact, also a form of

resource use on its own behalf, on par with other coeval initiatives such as the devel-

opment of tourism and the improvement of transport and energy infrastructures.

Often these diverse modernising processes concurred to radically change the aspect

of Alpine landscapes. The issue is analysed from a transregional and diachronic per-

spective. The paper depicts and discusses the interaction of nature conservation, tour-

ism and infrastructure development, customary resource uses, and centre/periphery

conflicts in a number of planned and existing parks and nature reserves in various

part of the Alpine range since the early 20th century. 
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This contribution looks into the role of nature conservation in the Polish part of the

Tatra mountains since the middle of the 19th century. This range of high mountains

in the southern part of the area that borders on today’s Slovakia is eminently impor-

tant for the development of the nature conservation movement in Poland. The

author deals with the changing and frequently competing opinions about nature in

the mountains and the use to which mankind may put it, ranging from the idea of a

gem that must be protected to a resource that can be exploited. The project – first

mentioned in the late 19th century and put into practice in 1954 – to establish a nation-

al park in the Tatra mountains is used as an example for assessing the relationship

between developments in Poland and transnational tendencies. The author demon-

strates that the dynamics of nature conservation on the international level have had

a considerable effect on the Polish approach towards how to deal with the Tatra

mountains. The conservationist movement in Poland sometimes even acted as a van-

guard from which the international debate received important new impulses. The

debate about conserving or exploiting the Tatra mountains casts some light on the

correlation between the national significance of this mountain range and contem-

porary views on how to deal with natural landscapes on an international level.


