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N AT I O N A L  PA R K S  A C R O S S  T H E  M O U N TA I N S :  

N AT U R E  A N D  N AT I O N  I N  T H E  A L P S

Patrick K u p p e r

If modern nature reserves are to be understood in their full diversity, any approach

must make use of historical science and must duly respect the categories, space and

time. This contribution examines national parks throughout the Alps in order to

demonstrate what kind of results this approach yields and what kind of difficulties

it encounters. After a few preliminary deliberations concerning methodology, the

author goes on to examine the history of the national parks which are situated in or

at the Alpine range, using an approach that makes chronological as well as regional

comparisons. Finally, the author takes a look at the trans-Alpine level of transfers

and interactions. Not only does this trans-national perspective allow to adequately

historicise and contextualize individual national parks, this approach also generates

new insights into the history both of the Alps and of nature conservation and envi-

ronment protection.

T H E  O R AVA  D A M  I N  S L O VA K I A

The Influence of Changing Concepts of Environment on the Construction

of Space

Arnošt Š t a n z e l

The author starts with the observation that the majority of descriptions dealing with

environmental history in state socialist countries present narratives of decline. Thus,

pollution and extensive damage to the natural environment are viewed as typical of

the system and as an important factor for state socialism having ultimately failed.

The history of the Orava dam demonstrates that the relationship between commu-

nist politics and nature was not as simple. It may be subdivided into three major

periods: First accelerated modernisation, characterised by constant talk about im-

proving life and by the idea that nature has to be defeated (1948 to the end of the

1950s), then a transitional period in which the use of nature for touristic purposes

became a factor to be reckoned with (1960s and 1970s), and finally a period (starting

with the late 1970s) in which the nature of a given region and the protection of the

environment have gained a great deal of importance.

The fact that the upper part of the Orava river has been included in the Ramsar con-

vention on the protection of humid landscapes proves that these efforts have en-

joyed a considerable degree of success. Thus, at least on a local level, a new aspect

has to be added to the environmental history of Central and Eastern Europe.


