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T H E  Y O U N G E S T  S O N  O N  A  C AVA L I E R  T R I P

Philipp Siegmund von Dietrichstein’s Encounters with High Administrative Bodies

at Court During his Trip in the Second Half of the 17th Century

Jiří Kubeš

The author of the present article deals with the fate of younger sons of noble fami-

lies in the Habsburg monarchy in the second half of the 17th century and examines

their career opportunities. For an example with which to work, he chose Prince

Maximilian von Dietrichstein’s youngest son Philipp Siegmund (1651-1716). First

and foremost, the author traces Philipp Siegmund’s education and his cavalier trip,

then he devotes his attention to his position within the family (his father died when

he was still an infant) and his relations to the persons who had the greatest influ-

ence on him during his junior years: the senior of his brothers, Prince Ferdinand, and

the mother. The author then proceeds to reconstructing Philipp Siegmund’s success-

ful career at the Vienna court, culminating in his occupying the function of Emperor

Charles VI.’s chief equerry. Finally, this particular Dietrichstein is compared to other

known life trajectories of younger sons, and an explanation is given why it was that

he, a younger son lacking his father’s protection, enjoyed such remarkable success in

the Habsburg monarchy.

E D VA R D  B E N E Š  A N D  T H E  S O F T  S E L L :

Czechoslovak Diplomacy toward Lusatia, 1918-1919

Alexander Maxwell

At the end of the First World War, a significant segment of the Czechoslovak elite

sought to annex Lusatia, seeing potential co-nationals in the Lusatian Sorbian popu-

lation. When Czech diplomat Edvard Beneš argued for a Czechoslovak Lusatia at

the Paris Peace Conference, he showed great restraint. The rhetoric for a Czecho-

slovak Lusatia shows that Wilsonian idealism coexisted with notions of historic

precedent and legal right. Czechoslovakia’s diplomatic arguments, finally, illustrate

the lackadaisical quality of Czech desires and Beneš’s own skill as a diplomat.


