
A B S T R A C T S

T H E  T R E AT M E N T  O F  H U S  A N D  H I S  E R A  I N  R U S S I A N

A N D  S O V I E T  H I S T O RY  A N D  L I T E R AT U R E

Michail A. Bojcov 

In Russia, Hussites have always been described in a positive way, both in scholarly

publications and in popular literature. Often they were treated with a great deal of

sympathy. This affection, however, had its origins in the ideology-laden conceptions

of history which were used to explain and endear Hussitism to the Russian public,

with the dominant ways of interpretation having changed several times over, at times

in a fundamental way. Sometimes there was a search for alleged “Orthodox

Christian” roots of Hussitism, at other times Hussites were used to illustrate the

“community of fate” to which all Slavic peoples allegedly belonged and which was

said to be fundamentally different from “aggressive Teutonism”. There were times

when Hussitism was interpreted primarily as a vehicle of social protest, or it was

seen as a peasant war, or even a “revolutionary movement” that failed to grow into

a revolution properly. Today, however, opinions vary widely as to what kind of role

to attribute to the Hussites in Russian historical reflection.
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In her article, the author deals with the phantom presence of German-speaking inha-

bitants of Czechoslovakia after 1945. She bases her analysis on the documents of

České zemské ústředí obcí, měst a okresů (Czech Central Union of Municipalities,

cities and counties in Bohemia and Moravia – ZÚO), stored in the Czech National

Archive in Prague. The author chooses two instances of correspondence between

ZÚO and local institutions – the case of a hospital in Jičín and of a local administra-

tive committee in Jablonec. Based on these two examples, the author looks into

issues that came up in the wake of the resettlement of the German-speaking inhabit-

ants of Czechoslovakia. It appears that these former inhabitants did not simply

vanish from the public space. Using methods developed by the researchers into

public bureaucracies, the author looks into the ways in which the presence of ex-

pelled Czech Germans remained visible in the public space and into how the Czechs

dealt with that visibility. Furthermore, she gives an account of how the game of


