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“ B R Ü N N  I S T  N I T  H I N ;  G O T T  ( U N D  D E R  K AY S E R )  H AT
H E L D E N  D A R I N N “ / “ T H E Y  C O U L D N ’ T  C O N Q U E R

B R Ü N N ,  T H A N K S  T O  G O D ’ S  ( A N D  T H E  E M P E R O R ’ S )
H E R O E S  W I T H I N ”

How Recollections of Defending Brünn Against the Swedes in 1645 Altered Over
Time

Simon Hadler

This is a long-term study concerned with the 350-year history of recollecting the
fending-off, in 1645, of the Swedish forces which besieged Brünn (Brno). The author
demonstrates that various groupings sought to capitalize on this event, be it for
engendering loyalties or for building and stabilizing cultural identities or enemy
images. Whereas for a long time it was mainly the Church which sought to instil
with believers eternal gratitude to the Virgin Mary, around 1800 the citizen as a new
player came increasingly to the fore. Citizens used recollections of 1645 as a legiti-
mation for their demands that they be granted political participation. Starting at the
end of the 19th century, interethnic tensions resulted in the image of the historic
enemy being applied to the contemporary opponent. This nationalization of memo-
ry led to the topic being almost forgotten in the 20th century with Czech inhabitants
of Brünn. Only after 1955, 350 years after the Swedes had been repelled, did cere-
monies slowly restart which were devoted to the memory of the 1645 events.
However, large parts of the memory of the Swedes are being overlooked in this
attempt to construe and strengthen a more local outlook on history.

T H E  F E L I B R I G E  M O V E M E N T  A N D  T H E  O C C I TA N
“ R E N A I S S A N C E ”  I N  E A S T  C E N T R A L  E U R O P E

A History of Certain Aspects of French-Czech Connections Around 1900

Martina Niedhammer

This contribution is devoted to the Felibrige, a regional movement which was foun-
ded in the Provence region of France in 1854 and which sought to establish Occitan
as a literary language and, closely linked to the former aim, cultural autonomy with-
in France of the regions were Occitan was spoken. Its members, first and foremost
its most prominent figure, Frédéric Mistral, who was later awarded the Nobel Prize,
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forged close links to numerous language-based regional and national movements
throughout Europe. East Central Europe played a considerable part in this frame-
work. This region also housed several “small” languages, their exponents working
towards their standardization and seeking to enhance their social prestige. Especially
intense were contacts between Mistral and Czech authors and translators. Both sides
hoped to receive from this exchange important impulses that would bring their aims
in the realm of language and cultural politics nearer to fruition. Taking recourse to
ego documents from Czech and French archives, this contribution traces the histo-
ry of these contacts and connections. Thus, it offers new perspectives on “small”
languages and their speakers in the late 19th century.

R E V O L U T I O N  B E H I N D  C L O S E D  D O O R S :
A RT I S T I C  H A B I T S  O F  P R A G U E  S U R R E A L I S T  W R I T E R S

D U R I N G  “ N O R M A L I Z AT I O N ”

Kristin Watterrott

Prague-based surrealist playwrights founded an association in 1934; the group is still
in existence. During the 1970s and 1980s, the time of “normalization”, the Prague
surrealists were ousted from the public realm of arts and culture. Since then, they
met in members’ private quarters to pursue purely internal projects. They developed
a particular form of their art, the “interpretative play”. The present contribution ex-
amines this new format from all possible points of view. The plays are analysed not
only are as surrealist productions, but also from the angle of group sociology and in
the context of contemporary cultural politics. A sample is used to illustrate the dif-
ferent strata of interpretation in all their complexity, thus opening the way for novel
perspectives on the “interpretative play”.

B E Y O N D  E X P U L S I O N

Religiously Moulded Patterns of Interpreting the Past During the First Ten Years
of the Sudeten German, Catholic “Ackermann-Gemeinde”

Ofer Waldman

The focal point of the present contribution is the first decade in the history of the
Roman Catholic “Ackermann-Gemeinde”, which was founded towards the end of
1945 by Sudeten German expellees. The author is mainly concerned with the design
of the socio-political program of the Ackermann-Gemeinde, which was based on
religious imperatives, and its development until 1954. He asks whether and how
much the interpretation of the past by Sudeten German organizations and their


