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forged close links to numerous language-based regional and national movements
throughout Europe. East Central Europe played a considerable part in this frame-
work. This region also housed several “small” languages, their exponents working
towards their standardization and seeking to enhance their social prestige. Especially
intense were contacts between Mistral and Czech authors and translators. Both sides
hoped to receive from this exchange important impulses that would bring their aims
in the realm of language and cultural politics nearer to fruition. Taking recourse to
ego documents from Czech and French archives, this contribution traces the histo-
ry of these contacts and connections. Thus, it offers new perspectives on “small”
languages and their speakers in the late 19th century.

R E V O L U T I O N  B E H I N D  C L O S E D  D O O R S :
A RT I S T I C  H A B I T S  O F  P R A G U E  S U R R E A L I S T  W R I T E R S

D U R I N G  “ N O R M A L I Z AT I O N ”

Kristin Watterrott

Prague-based surrealist playwrights founded an association in 1934; the group is still
in existence. During the 1970s and 1980s, the time of “normalization”, the Prague
surrealists were ousted from the public realm of arts and culture. Since then, they
met in members’ private quarters to pursue purely internal projects. They developed
a particular form of their art, the “interpretative play”. The present contribution ex-
amines this new format from all possible points of view. The plays are analysed not
only are as surrealist productions, but also from the angle of group sociology and in
the context of contemporary cultural politics. A sample is used to illustrate the dif-
ferent strata of interpretation in all their complexity, thus opening the way for novel
perspectives on the “interpretative play”.

B E Y O N D  E X P U L S I O N

Religiously Moulded Patterns of Interpreting the Past During the First Ten Years
of the Sudeten German, Catholic “Ackermann-Gemeinde”

Ofer Waldman

The focal point of the present contribution is the first decade in the history of the
Roman Catholic “Ackermann-Gemeinde”, which was founded towards the end of
1945 by Sudeten German expellees. The author is mainly concerned with the design
of the socio-political program of the Ackermann-Gemeinde, which was based on
religious imperatives, and its development until 1954. He asks whether and how
much the interpretation of the past by Sudeten German organizations and their
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scope of political action were interdependent. The founding members of the
Ackermann-Gemeinde soon disassociated themselves from a position which focused
on their own losses and showed a marked hostility towards their Czech former
neighbors. In doing so, they met with disapproval by the majority of the Sudeten
German “Landsmannschaft”. Within the Ackermann-Gemeinde, a discourse about
the past and the present based on Christian, universal values evolved. It aims at
reconciliation, not, however, at a thorough reappraisal on whether individual guilt
may have been involved.

T H E  W O R K  O F  A  C E N T U RY:  T H E  C R I T I C A L  E D I T I O N
O F  B E R N A R D  B O L Z A N O ’ S  E D I F Y I N G  L E C T U R E S

Steffen Höhne

This article presents the second part of the critical edition of Bernard Bolzano’s 
edifying lectures (Erbauungsreden), which the philosopher gave at Prague
University between 1812 and 1818. These lectures, which were held each Sunday and
on public holidays during the academic term, were addressed to both students and
to an interested public in Prague. These lectures, which are now published in a com-
plete critical edition some of them for the first time, are not only of interest from a
philosophical and theological point of view, they are also important from a general
intellectual and cultural perspective.


