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Five monographs devoted to Viclav Havel have appeared in Prague recently, in addi-
tion to a multitude of journal articles and individual contributions to larger works.
Taken together, they once more convincingly prove that Havel’s image in the Czech
Republic is still ambiguous and even unfinished, although the dramatist, dissident,
and first President after November 1989 belongs to the most important figures of
contemporary Czech history. The present review article deals in a critical and in
some respects even polemical way with the monographs on Havel by Eda Kriseovd,
Martin C. Putna, Jifi Suk, Daniel Kaiser and Michael Zantovsk}'l. Its aim is first to
compare the respective strengths and weaknesses of the different tacks, starting
points, and views. The author’s second objective is to work out a few general lines
of Havel’s world view. In doing so, he points out continuities of Havel’s thinking,
successes and failures of Havel’s politics, and last but not least the fact that there
were many, sometimes conflicting, aspects to Havel’s personality, something that has
been often overlooked so far or even covered up.
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size of the arable area as a whole decreased, while dominical lands grew once more
and rustical land tenure experienced considerable changes in connection with the
postwar reassignment of deserted plots. The author further analyzes the 18™-centu-
ry reforms of the field system and the resulting changes on the examined plots.





