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Emil Franzel (1901-1975) compiled the first history of the National Museum library
in Prague, on whose staff he was for a brief period in 1940-41. The present contri-
bution analyzes the circumstances under which Franzel worked in the museum
library and the context for his writing a history of the library, with the author focus-
ing on apparent contradictions in Franzel’s personality. Franzel started out as an
important exponent of the German Social Democratic Party, but later gained mem-
bership of the Sudeten German Party. Although his history of the museum library
was intended as a scholarly work and the concluding piece of his course for German
scientific librarians, it offers clear insights into the circumstances of the time of
writing and the ideology then prevalent.



