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non-biblical prophecies. Two distict waves of growing interest in prophetic litera-
ture are recognizable in 15th-century Central Europe, both being closely connected
to the Hussite events. As regards the decade of the 1460s, a second cause may be
discerned for the growing eschatological mindset: the Turkish threat was experi-
enced as an imminent danger.
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Martin Nodl

The author discusses the question whether the term confessionalization, hitherto
used predominantly in German historical research dealing with the second half of
the 16th century, may be also applied to the Prague environment of the years 1435-
1496. He argues that the concept in its strictest sense, i.e. meaning a close connexion
between confession (in the sense of creed) and the emergence of the modern state, is
not applicable to the Prague developments in the second half of the 15th century. If
one defines confessionalization, however, as a development devoting more and more
attention to the differences between confessions, as intolerance and as enforcement
of confessional discipline across a broad spectrum of aspects of social and private
life, the confessionalising process was in full swing in the Prague environment. True,
in the Bohemian Kingdom, seeking reconciliation among its confessions at the time
in question, Prague was an exception. While there were only very limited confes-
sionalising tendencies in the Utraquist and Catholic parts of Bohemia before the end
of the 16th century, in Prague religious and political life underwent confessionaliza-
tion long before this process would start in the principalities and towns under direct
imperial administration. 

S O C I E TA L  O R D E R  A N D  V I O L E N C E  O N  T H E  E A S T E R N
B O R D E R  O F  T H E  H O LY  R O M A N  E M P I R E :

“Landfrieden” Laws – a Comparison Between Bohemia, Moravia and Austria 
(1396-1464)

Zdeněk Beran

In a comparison between the three neighboring territories Bohemia, Moravia, and
Austria, the author analyzes the situation with regard to feuds in connection with
the so-called Landfrieden laws, a legal provision by which the sovereign sought to
prohibit them. Most closely examined is the time frame of appearance and gradual
refinement of the late-medieval Landfrieden laws, i.e. the years 1396 (when devastat-
ing wars near-simultaneously erupted in all three territories concerned) to 1464 (the
start of the restoration of the regal power of Ladislaus Posthumus). In his main drive
the author argues that while Landfrieden laws may well be considered mere policing


