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Julia Culp, a world-renowned singer and early recording star, was the daughter of
Dutch-Jewish parents. In 1919 she married Willy Ginzkey, a Bohemian-German
Catholic industrialist, and settled with him in Maffersdorf/Vratislavice nad Nisou, 
a factory town in the Sudetenland. After the Nazi takeover of Czechoslovakia, she
fled to Holland where she survived the Holocaust, in part, by living in hiding. Julia
was an avid collector of art and antique furnishings. This article tells the story of her
and her things. In 1941 in the Sudetenland the Gestapo seized her possessions as
non-Aryan property; in 1945 officials of the restored Czechoslovak state expropri-
ated them as German property. Following the Third Reich’s defeat Julia undertook
extensive efforts to secure the restitution of her collection and, with the help of fam-
ily and foreign relations, she eventually succeeded. The story of Julia and her things
sheds light on state-ascribed identity, persistent antisemitism after the Nazi Holo-
caust, entangled local and transnational history, and the importance of connections
on playing fields of power in postwar Czechoslovakia and Europe.
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A lot of time has passed since the 1990s, when a heated and controversial debate
about concentration camps in Lety near Písek and in Hodonín near Kunštát began
in the Czech Republic, and quite a few historical studies devoted to this topic have
appeared meanwhile. The present article seeks to take the ongoing debate a step fur-
ther by analyzing the descriptions of persons characterized as “Gypsies” in Czecho-
slovak police and gendarmerie journals, textbooks and handbooks. The use of the
“Gypsy” label is examined by the author with regard to the development of police
forces (state police and gendarmerie) and of criminal science in Czechoslovakia dur-
ing the First and Second Republic. On this basis, he comes to the conclusion that a
radicalization (racial allocation becoming increasingly important) of the “Gypsy”
notion occurred in the 1920s and 1930s. In this context, the 1927 law on “vagrant
Gypsies” was especially important, as it legitimatized the use of fingerprints (dacty-
loscopy) for the registration of those who were labeled as Gypsis.


