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THE GERMAN ROMAN TIC-LIBERAL VIEW OF HISTORY 
AND THE „SLAVIC LEGEND" 

Karl Bosl 

In 1962, William E. Griffith called attention to the fact, that a Solution of 
the German-Czech problém has been hindered by a myth-making process 
which could be observed on both sides. As elsewhere, it is necessary here 
too to clear away historical ideologies which do not stand up under historical 
verification. Among the ideologies which have poisoned the relations of the 
neighbours are, on the one hand, the romantic-liberal German view of history, 
in its special form of Pan-Germanism, and, on the other, the romantic Slavic 
legend and Pan-Slavism. 

Ever since the middle of the last Century, Germany's eastern neighbours 
have employed a historical argumentation and drawn their supporting evi-
dence from the arsenal of the Slavic legend. In order to counteract these 
ideologies effectively, the Germans also had to make Use of historical ar-
guments. The resulting viewpoints on both sides could conceive of the en-
counter of the two peoples only in terms of a struggle, not in those of a 
peaceful resolution. 

The national-romantic view of history originated from Herder's concept of 
„Volk". Out of the latter developed both Germanism and Slavism. On the 
German side the national people's struggle for the linguistic border was fre-
quently fought with a self-satisfied feeling of cultural superiority, and one 
spoke of a useless wasting of „cultural fertilizer". On the Czech side, the 
Germans were, from Palacký on, regarded as mere intruders, who could lay 
claim solely to the right to be treated as guests. This, in turn, led to the 
union of the Germans in the Sudeten lands, who insisted on a right to home-
land that had been gained as a result of „historie achievements". 

The theory advanced by B. Bretholz, according to which Germanic settle-
ment in this area had predated the Slavic, was confronted by one, elaborated 
by Polish scholars, which attempted to show that the original population had 
been Slavic. When German stüdents of Eastern Europe described the whole 
process of colonization as a resettlement, the Slavs sought to strengthen their 
Position partly by means of the theory that the original Slav population had 
been exterminated, and partly by means of one of Germanization. In the 
research on towns, the two theories of evolution and colonization were sharply 
opposed. 
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Unde r the aspect of the Volkstum struggle, a theor y of „Volk" was deve-
loped by the Germa n side, and the histor y of people s placed next to the 
histor y of states. Already at an early date took place the merger of the Czech 
concep t of „Volk" with tha t of the statě , following the Frenc h model , and a 
kind of nationalis m was thereb y created . Germa n Nationa l Socialism, finally, 
was little concerne d about nationa l consciousness , placin g rathe r its master -
race ideology in the foreground . 

As for the questio n of the sources of the above-mentione d component s of 
nationa l consciousness , it is estabhshe d tha t its discoverers and first repre -
sentatives , in the case of both the German s and the Slavs, were member s of 
the intelligentsia . While the tradition s of the Polish and Hungaria n intelli -
gentsia were predominantl y aristocratic , those of the Czech s were bourgeois . 
Th e aristocrac y imparte d to the people s it led a feeling of superiorit y („Her -
renvolk") and a Kulturvol k idea. These ideas were also adopte d by the 
Czechs , led by Palacký . Th e Poles and Hungarian s have a great traditio n of 
nationa l uprisings against foreign domination , and the Czech s have tha t of 
the victoriou s Hussit e revolution , whose results were undon e only by the 
Battle of the White Mountain . In Germany , on the othe r hand , the Wars of 
Liberatio n against Napoleon , the Restoratio n and the Revolutio n of 1848 
create d a great nationa l traditio n in bourgeoi s liberalism. 

Th e conten t of Germanis m and Slavism, Pan-Germanis m and Pan-Slavis m 
in the 19th and 20th centurie s did no t remai n stationar y content : on the 
contrary , it developed and changed , thereb y occasionin g numerou s misunder -
standing s on the par t of the othe r side. While one' s own ideology appeare d 
just, useful and necessary, the othe r side's was terme d untruthful , egoistic 
and harmful . However , if Pan-Germanis m and Pan-Slavis m are criticall y com-
pared , it can be established tha t Pan-Slavis m endeavoure d to unit e all the 
people s of the Slavic linguistic family, for politicaj , economi c and cultural -
intellectua l reasons . Th e concep t of Pan-Germanism , however, originate d from 
a confusion between Teuton s and Germans . It s ideology äspired no t to unitin g 
all peoples of Germani c origine but to unitin g the German s politically . Thi s 
ideology was, however, in par t combine d with a feeling of superiorit y and 
cultura l arroganc e vis-ä-vis the Slavic and Latin peoples . Th e centra l idea 
of the romántic-libera l view of histor y was the „Teutonic" , in which was 
seen the unalloyed , form of Germa n characte r in all its primitiv e strength . 
Th e researc h on the working of the „Volksgeist" and the Germani c inheri -
tanc e thereb y gained special significance and led to the rejectio n of the „un -
Germanic" , into which categor y the „Lati n and Slavic character " was placed . 
Thi s Germani c idea, which indirectl y confirme d the nationa l movement s of 
the Slavs and the Latins , gained a devastatin g impac t in the Thir d Reich , 
as an ideology and a racia l faith. 

Th e „Slavic legend" is based essentially on Herder' s historica l interpreta -
tion of the Slavs. Accordin g to it, the industrious , peacelovin g Slavs, who had 
lived from agricultur e and trade , were exterminate d or enslaved by the Ger -
mans , and thei r land distribute d amon g bishops and noblemen , but the time 
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would com e for thes e onc e happ y people s to shake off thei r slavish chains . 
Th e Slavic legend thu s retained , nex t to its characterizatio n of th e Slavs, 
a prophecy , which appeare d to find its confirmatio n in th e event s of 1918. 
Wherea s previously, unde ř th e influenc e of Rousseau , th e virginal purit y of 
th e virtuou s German y was praised , ther e develope d from th e samé ideologica l 
roots , onl y with a shift in th e period s of th e process , Slavism. Wherea s th e 
Germa n historica l interpretatio n develope d its idea l prototyp e ou t of th e Ger -
mani a of Tacitus , tha t of th e Slavs ha d th e Byzantin e write r Prokopo s at 
its disposal . Th e Czec h missionar y sense was fostered in a decisive manne r 
by Hussitism . T h e far-reachin g consequence s of th e Slavic legend for th e 
Czec h historica l consciousnes s are shown especially by th e fact tha t manu -
scrip t forgeries of Hank a (th e Königinhofe r an d Grünberge r manuscript ) were 
decisive for Palacky' s interpretatio n of early Slavic legal histor y an d were 
considere d up to th e mos t recen t perio d t o be a nationa l relic . Thes e forgeries 
represente d also a basic foundatio n for th e theor y develope d by Palack ý of 
th e „eterna l meanin g of Czec h history " which he saw in th e stead y confron -
tatio n between Czech s an d Germans . T o thi s was adde d th e religio us tra -
ditio n of Hussitism . Palack ý saw in Hussitis m th e heroi c age of hi s people . 
I n it th e two nationa l principle s of primeva l Slavic democrac y an d Germa n 
feudalism cam e int o conflic t with each other . Palacky' s historica l view shape d 
an d dominate d th e view of histor y an d nationa l awarenes s of th e Czechs . 
Even Masaryk , who recognize d th e manuscrip t forgeries for wha t the y were, 
supporte d Palacky' s basic thesi s of th e conflic t between th e Czech s an d th e 
Germans . Althoug h alread y th e Czec h historia n Peka ř shoo k off th e Slavic 
legend , th e view of histor y of a large par t of th e bourgeoi s Czec h emigratio n 
of toda y is still no t free of it . Onl y in th e last few years have ther e been 
th e first signs, bot h on th e Germa n an d th e Czec h side, of a de-politizatio n 
of th e historica l judgement . 

A S I G N I F I C A N T M O N U M E N T O F T H E P R A G U E B I B L E 
L I T E R A T U Ř E O F T H E L A T Ě M I D D L E A G E S 

Josef Werlin 

With th e foundatio n of th e first universit y of th e Hol ý Roma n Empir e in 
Prague , an intellectua l cente r embracin g all area s of scienc e arose here . Pra -
gue's fame as th e first great literar y cente r is marked , above all, by th e first 
Germa n pros e work, „Ackerman n aus Böhmen " by Johanne s von Tepl , by 
th e rise of th e moder n Hig h Germa n literar y language , by intens e Bible-trans -
latin g activity , th e mos t famou s monument s of which were th e Code x Te -
plensi s an d th e Wenze l Bible, an d by extremel y fertile activit y in th e fields 
of theology , th e libera l arts , jurisprudenc e an d medicine . 

Also originatin g from th e Pragu e schoo l is a Bible manuscrip t which , in th e 
form of Gospe l pericopes , ha s been hande d down in Cod . lit . 146 of th e 
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