
formation in the last two generations, only a few important studies on Mathe
sius have been published. Several small contributions have appeared on the 
biography of Mathesius, supplementing that by Loesche. Valuable insight into 
his activity in Joachimsthal is furnished by a number of studies by Sturm 
and Volz. Numerous investigations illuminate his relationship to min ing and 
his significance for literary history, while studies focussing on aspects of lin-
guistic history are almost completely lacking. Among the studies dealing with 
individual works of Mathesius are distinguished works by Volz on Mathe
sius' sermons on Luther: this work, which appeared in about fifty editions, 
is evaluated as a significant contribution to the historiography of the Age 
of the Reformation. Supplementing this report on literatuře, the author, who 
is himself preparing a larger publication on Mathesius, points to the scholarly 
tasks which are still outstanding. 

In the second part of the study, the bibliography produced by Loesche in 
1895, which already comprised 56 different titles, is supplemented by nu
merous addenda and corrections. An examination of the manuscripts which 
have been handed down, showed that several manuscripts had heretofore been 
erroneously regarded as Mathesius autographs. In conclusion several new con
tributions on the correspondence of Mathesius are discussed. 

P R O B L E M A T I C A L M I L I T A R Y - P O L I T I C A L A S P E C T S O F 
T H E T U R K I S H Q U E S T I O N I N T H E 1 5 T H C E N T U R Y 

Hans-Joachim Kißling 

T h e question whether and to what extent geopolitical factors affected the 
advance of the Turks into Southeastern Europe has heretofore been exa-
mined just as little as the question whether systematic strategic-political 
features can be found in the spreading of Ottoman rule in Europe. Both que-
stions are to be answered in the affirmative. Various circumstances as well 
as evidence from Old Ottoman literatuře show that the early Ottoman sultans 
were fully aware of the importance of geographical factors. I t was especially 
the course of the Danube which exercised, in špite of the low economic im
portance of this river, a strong influence on Turkish stratégy and policy. 
T h e holding of the Danube line and the control over the river crossings were 
one of the most important concerns of the early Ottoman sultans. A second 
important factor was the control of the Trans-Balkan military road from 
Saloniki to Belgrade and the so-called Via Egnatia. Decisively dependent on 
this were not only economic factors, but also the political attitude of the 
Ottoman satellites of Moldavia andWalachia as well as of the Serbian despots. 
Crucial here was the possession, or at least the keeping under control, of the 
two ends of the Trans-Balkan road — the fortresses of Belgrade and Saloniki 
— as well as of the passes over the Albanian mountains. These points explain 
the attitude of both early Ottoman sultans and the Byzantines and Venetians. 
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T h e superiority of the Turkish army was by no means based least on the 
uniformity of the supreme commarid, the uniformity of language, and the 
lack of prejudice with respect to new inventions. Compared with these posi
tive factors, the antagonisms which could be traced back to domestic political 
conditions were only of secondary importance. T h e „pro memoria" of Bishop 
Alexius Celadonius mercilessly exposed the weaknesses of the Occidental Posi
tion and made impressive proposals for combatting the Turkish threat. They 
were, however, not only not followed, but, for the most part, not even under-
stood. T h e flagging of the Crusade idea led to illusory „thaw ideas" and made 
it possible for the sultán to appear as a partner in the samé terms in the 
diplomatic game. As a result of the misunderstanding of the ideological ná
tuře of the Turkish wars, there developed also an overestimation of the alle-
giance of the Islamic opponents of the Turkish sultán. 

T I N M I N I N G I N B O H E M I A A N D I T S R E L A T I O N S W I T H 
T H E T I N M I N I N G O F S A X O N Y 

Siegfried Sieb er 

There are important tin deposits on both sides of the Saxon-Bohemian bor-
der, especially near Graupen, Zinnwald and Altenberg in the east, in the 
Karlsbad-Eibenstock granite region in the west, and in the „Bohemian Zinn
ländchen" around Schlaggenwald, Schönfeld and Lauterbach. Tin-streaming 
probably antedated mining proper. Near Graupen, tin — presumably stream 
tin — was probably already mined in c. 1240. There is documentary mention 
of the Graupen mine for the year 1305. From here the Saxon tin workings 
of Altenberg and Geising were opened up. Some of the galleries, among them 
the „Tiefe Bünaustollen", led underneath the boundary, and miners went down 
into them from both sides. On the Bohemian side, tin was mined near Zinn
wald until the end of the 19th Century, and the Altenberg surface dip still 
yields this metal today. 

In the western Erzgebirge, the first tin-streamers and miners worked along 
the upper Schwarzwasser near Platten, around Neudek, Frühbuß, Sauersack 
and Heinrichsgrün, which yielded tin as early as in 1340. T h e forest tin-
mining laws of 1494, which were developed for this region, were an important 
legal creation of these miners, similar to the tin-mining laws of Ehrenfrieders
dorf and Geyer from the time around 1450. A part of the western Erzge
birge, which was rieh in tin deposits, passed from Saxony to Bohemia in 1554: 
it included such tin workings as those of Gottesgab and Platten. Also located 
here were the famous „Hengst", a very rieh tin mine, and, next to it, Zwitter-
mühl, Goldenhöhe, Halbmeil and Irrgang, with stamping mills and smelters. 
Around Neudek, Frühbuß, Hirschenstand and Sauersack, this „forest" tin mi
ning flourished until c. 1654. Then, because of their Lutheran faith, the mi-
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