
been th e Slavic Ga u castle . But th e „Hausberg " which he regard s as th e Ga u 
castle is probabl y no t to be appraise d an y differentl y tha n th e on e nea r th e 
Dallwit z farm . Nea r each of thes e tower hills were also locate d large farm -
steads . Th e fact tha t the y were situate d on old road s make s it appea r likely 
tha t the y were position s designed to secur e th e roads , each bein g assigned a 
supply base. Presumabl y thes e fortification s go bac k to Charlemagne , who 
after his militar y campaig n agains t th e Slavs in 805, which probabl y too k 
plac e on th e „Frankensteig" , ha d every reaso n to secur e th e militaril y mos t 
importan t point s on thi s importan t gateway for incursion s int o Bohemia . Th e 
reconstructio n of th e origina l road s shows tha t all th e river crossings were 
so situate d as to facilitat e thei r protection , an d tha t well-  distribute d „Hut -
berge" were available to enabl e a larger are a to be surveyed. 

E G E R , N Ü R N B E R G A N D P R A G U E 

Heribert Sturm 

Th e startin g poin t for th e relation s betwee n Nürnber g an d Eger , which 
in a late r phas e extende d to includ e Prague , was th e fact tha t bot h were 
originall y par t of th e norther n gau of Bavaria . Documentar y mentio n of 
Nürnber g an d Eger first appear s at abou t th e sam é tim e (1050 an d 1061 
respectively) . While th e castle of Nürnber g ha d alread y unde r th e Salian s 
becom e an importan t cente r of th e roya l dominion , th e castle of Eger was 
unti l th e mid-12t h Centur y th e administrativ e an d militar y cente r of thenewl y 
settle d „regi o Egere " of th e norther n gau (first mentione d in 1135). With 
th e developmen t of th e area s aroun d Nürnberg , Eger an d Altenbur g in Thü -
ringe n to imperia l lands , ther e emerge d a regiona l concentratio n of th e powe r 
of th e Hohenstaufe n impériu m which ha d considerabl e generá l politica l im-
portance , no t onl y as a connectin g link in th e Hohenstaufe n roya l domain , 
bu t also as a wedge dividin g th e Guelphi c north-sout h axis, an d du e to th e 
key positio n of Egerlan d with respec t to Bohemia . 

Withi n th e framewor k of th e organizationa l developmen t of th e imperia l 
lands , th e burghe r commune s aroun d th e imperia l Castle s of Nürnber g (1183: 
„papatium" ) an d Eger (1183: „castru m imperatoris" ) acquire d th e legal statu s 
of town s at nearl y th e sam é time . Thi s phas e ende d in each čase with th e 
„universita s civium " as a legal perso n entitle d to bea r a seal: in Nürnber g 
th e first documentar y referenc e to thi s date s from 1245; in Eger 1242. Corre -
spondin g to th e consolidatio n of th e two towns , whose economie s were based 
primaril y on trade , was th e developmen t of thei r own municipa l law. I n thi s 
process , Nürnber g was alread y at an early stage an influentia l cente r in 
shapin g th e municipa l law of othe r towns . Fro m th e very beginning , Ege r 
was also par t of thi s spher e of influenc e of Nürnber g municipa l law. After th e 
Interregnum , when bot h town s cam e close to bein g forced int o a statu s of 
dependenc y on th e rulin g princ e — Nürnber g on th e Duch y of Bavaria (as 
par t of th e inheritanc e of Conradin) ; Eger on Bohemi a (throug h Kin g Přemys l 
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Ottokar II, who was installed as regent of the imperial dominions) — each 
rose to become free imperial towns, as a result of the revindication policy 
of King Rudolph of Habsburg. 

Even before the mid-13th Century, the relations with Prague, which had 
been initiated by merchants, became still closer. Not only did the merchants' 
colony in Prague, the „vicus theutonicorum", adopt the Nürnberg municipal 
law in 1234, but the latter spread, as the municipal law of the Old Town 
of Prague, throughout western and southern Bohemia. A further consolidation 
appears to have taken place at the beginning of the Luxemburg regency in 
Bohemia, through merchants from Eger who had settled in the Prague Old 
Town and risen to leading positions in the municipal government. Likewise 
under the first two Luxemburg kings, the municipal law of Eger spread into 
the adjacent areas of northwestern Bohemia, favoured in part by the circum-
stance that in 1322 the imperial town of Eger, together with its territory, 
which had in the meantime been considerably reduced vis-ä-vis the Hohen-
staufen imperial land, aeeepted the suzerainty of the Bohemian King Johann 
in exchange for certain Privileges. The enaetment of the imperial suzerainty, 
with the guarantee of territorial integrity and juridical independence with 
respect to the Kingdom of Bohemia which it involved, also led to a reorien-
tation vis-ä-vis Bohemia, with which it was now tied by a vassal-suzerain 
relationship. The result was that Eger grew into the role of a mediator. 
At the samé time the vassal land had the funetion, as part of the Luxemburgs' 
territorial policy, of being a base and point of departure for the extension 
of a land-bridge stretching through the territory — called „Neuböhmen" — 
of the Upper Palatinate along the convoy roads from Eger to Nürnberg and 
Frankfurt, and into the Rhineland. There were numerous mutual exchanges 
between Prague — now not only the capital of the Kingdom of Bohemia, but 
also the residence of the Emperor — and particularly Nürnberg, stressed by 
Emperor Charles IV as one of the declared focal points of the Empire. Eger 
found itself between the political power groups, but was nevertheless at first 
able to maintain its special position and to further improve its economic 
Position as a base for long-distance trade. The crisis of the Empire after 
this „golden age" of Charles IV, however, and the political changes which 
began already under his successors caused the three towns to drift apart. 
The increasing political and economic importance of the imperial city of 
Nürnberg became even more marked in the 15th Century, preparing the way 
for its pinnacle in the 16th Century. Eger, which first began to be hard pres-
sed by the emerging power of the Estates at the end of the 15th Century, 
increasingly lost the independence which it defended so stubbornly. In the 
case of Prague, which, however, again became the residence of the Emperors 
under the Habsburgs, the political, economic and cultural potential shifted 
more and more toward the Danube area. 
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