
Fro m 1517 on , th e Bohemia n Brethre n unde r Senio r Luka s maintaine d 
guarde d ties with Luther . Michae l Weisse from Neiss e an d Johan n Hor n 
(Cornu ) from Tau s repeatedl y travelled to Wittenberg . Weisse becam e a 
preache r in th e „Deutsch e Gemeine " of th e Unit y of Brethre n in Landskron , 
translate d an d compose d songs for a Germa n hymn-boo k (1531) . Th e latte r 
was, however , re-edite d after hi s deat h by Horn , becaus e it containe d nu -
merou s idea s of Zwingli , deviatin g from Luther' s doctrine . 

Onl y from 1548 on did th e Bohemia n Brethre n begin clearl y to move away 
from Luther . Th e connection s with th e Germa n Anabaptis t group s which 
ha d gathere d in Nikolsbur g were also soon broke n off. T h e „Huter " an d 
„Habaner " manage d to hol d thei r own onl y in souther n Moravi a in thi s first 
phas e of th e Reformation . 

Departin g from th e dominion s of th e Count s Schlick , th e reformist s of 
Wittenber g acquire d a base tha t steadil y expande d eastward , via th e Germa n 
town s an d dominion s in northwester n an d norther n Bohemia . Th e minin g 
town s were importan t center s of early Luthera n communities . Th e gramma r 
schoo l in St. Joachimsthal , from 1532 on unde r th e recto r Johanne s Mathe -
sius, becam e a stronghol d of Lutheranis m as well as humanism . Luther' s 
letter s to th e Count s Schlic k in th e years immediatel y after 1519 demon -
strate d th e effort to build bridges int o Bohemia . On th e othe r hand , th e 
lay piet y in th e old burghe r families of th e roya l town s gained groun d as 
refor m Catholicism . I t was reflecte d in th e praye r brethren , vesper pictures , 
an d Ecc e Hom o sculpture s of thes e years, an d above all in th e latě Gothi c 
hal l churche s buil t by th e burghers . 

Whe n Luthera n preacher s an d Luthe r himsel f turne d to Hus , man y of th e 
nationa l reservation s of th e Neo-Utraquist s were removed . Th e current s of 
humanis m which emanate d from th e „Basle r Sodalität " an d th e Viennes e 
„sodalita s Danubiana " produce d cleavages within th e educate d Czec h strat a 
an d led to a kin d of nationa l humanis m amon g th e aristoeracy . Towar d th e 
en d of th e era unde r consideration , th e Germa n humanists , unde r th e in-
fluenc e of Erasmu s of Rotterda m an d th e Bishopri c of Olmütz , distance d 
themselve s from Luther . Melanchthon , however , gained influenc e in Bohemia , 
throug h Mathesiu s an d Pragu e circles . 

T H E I N T E L L E C T U A L R E L A T I O N S B E T W E E N B O H E M I A 
A N D S A X O N Y A T T H E T I M E O F T H E R E F O R M A T I O N . 

P A R T I : C L E R G Y M E N A N D T E A C H E R S I N T H E 1 6 T H 
C E N T U R Y 

Siegfried Sieb er 

U p unti l th e recen t past , ther e were always lively intellectua l ties between 
Saxon y an d Bohemia . Th e trad e between th e two lands , th e extensio n of 
settlemen t int o northwester n an d norther n Bohemi a in th e Middl e Ages, 
an d th e foundin g of Bohemia n minin g town s led to close contact s between 
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Saxony and Bohemia, which never even broke off completely at the time 
of the Hussite Wars. But at no time were the intellectual contacts between 
the two lands as close and lively as during the Reformation. The attraction 
which the universities of Wittenberg, Leipzig and Jena exerted on the Ger-
man Bohemian students, and the opportunities for advancement which clerical 
and teaching positions in Bohemia offered Saxon pastors and schoolmasters 
intensified the personal and intellectual ties in this period. If one considers 
the significant cultural and educational position of the parsons and teachers 
of the time, one can appreciate the tremendous impact of this exchange of 
pastors and teachers, which frequently even reached down to smaller com-
munities. Tha t this exchange was, however, limited rnainly to Bohemian areas 
with a German population, can be seen from the fact that the persons who 
came from Saxony or had been trained there preached in German. 

This study attempts, on the basis of short biographical data, to elucidate 
the intensity and focal points of the intellectual exchange between the two 
lands, without pretending to a completeness which would go beyond the scope 
of a yearbook contribution. Part I is, moreover, limited to the bearers of 
cultural life who were active in the 16th Century. The close mutual intellec-
tual relations between Saxony and Bohemia were decisively constricted by the 
expulsion of the Lutheran clergy from 1620 onwards, which will be dcalt 
with in Part IL 

T H E M I N I N G T O W N O F P L A T T E N . E X T E R N A L 
R E L A T I O N S A N D M A R R I A G E P A T T E R N S 

Horst Pohl 

This study attempts to show both the outside influences on the parish of 
Platten (district of Neudek) and those radiated by the latter on its surroun-
ding area. The author deals with questions of the geographical Situation, 
transport, economy (mining), settlement, dialect, and especially the origin 
of matrimonial partners. Six periods of 25 years each are compared by means 
of maps showing area of origin. 

Platten was founded as a Saxon mining town in 1532, and as i ts dialect 
reveals, was settled from Saxony. In the initial period of its existence, it had 
wide-ranging trade connections, and its tin-mining attracted miners from 
distant places. Thus the first map of origin does not show the normal central 
concentration, but rather a great dispersion with focal points on the peri-
phery. From St. Joachimsthal, where mining had gone into a decline, came 
not only migrants, but also the ideas of the Reformation. 

In 1556, Platten became part of Bohemia, and its economy was henceforth 
oriented toward the Bohemian area, and especially Egerland. At first the 
matrimonial partners continued to come from Saxony (Map No. 2). T h e 
unfavourable climatic and geographical Situation worked to hinder the deve-
lopment of Substitute industries when mining began to decline. 
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