
Saxony and Bohemia, which never even broke off completely at the time 
of the Hussite Wars. But at no time were the intellectual contacts between 
the two lands as close and lively as during the Reformation. The attraction 
which the universities of Wittenberg, Leipzig and Jena exerted on the Ger-
man Bohemian students, and the opportunities for advancement which clerical 
and teaching positions in Bohemia offered Saxon pastors and schoolmasters 
intensified the personal and intellectual ties in this period. If one considers 
the significant cultural and educational position of the parsons and teachers 
of the time, one can appreciate the tremendous impact of this exchange of 
pastors and teachers, which frequently even reached down to smaller com-
munities. Tha t this exchange was, however, limited rnainly to Bohemian areas 
with a German population, can be seen from the fact that the persons who 
came from Saxony or had been trained there preached in German. 

This study attempts, on the basis of short biographical data, to elucidate 
the intensity and focal points of the intellectual exchange between the two 
lands, without pretending to a completeness which would go beyond the scope 
of a yearbook contribution. Part I is, moreover, limited to the bearers of 
cultural life who were active in the 16th Century. The close mutual intellec-
tual relations between Saxony and Bohemia were decisively constricted by the 
expulsion of the Lutheran clergy from 1620 onwards, which will be dcalt 
with in Part IL 

T H E M I N I N G T O W N O F P L A T T E N . E X T E R N A L 
R E L A T I O N S A N D M A R R I A G E P A T T E R N S 

Horst Pohl 

This study attempts to show both the outside influences on the parish of 
Platten (district of Neudek) and those radiated by the latter on its surroun-
ding area. The author deals with questions of the geographical Situation, 
transport, economy (mining), settlement, dialect, and especially the origin 
of matrimonial partners. Six periods of 25 years each are compared by means 
of maps showing area of origin. 

Platten was founded as a Saxon mining town in 1532, and as i ts dialect 
reveals, was settled from Saxony. In the initial period of its existence, it had 
wide-ranging trade connections, and its tin-mining attracted miners from 
distant places. Thus the first map of origin does not show the normal central 
concentration, but rather a great dispersion with focal points on the peri-
phery. From St. Joachimsthal, where mining had gone into a decline, came 
not only migrants, but also the ideas of the Reformation. 

In 1556, Platten became part of Bohemia, and its economy was henceforth 
oriented toward the Bohemian area, and especially Egerland. At first the 
matrimonial partners continued to come from Saxony (Map No. 2). T h e 
unfavourable climatic and geographical Situation worked to hinder the deve-
lopment of Substitute industries when mining began to decline. 
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T o escape the Counter-Reformation, most of Platten's inhabitants moved 
to Saxon territory, founding Johanngeorgenstadt there in 1654. Those who 
remained in Platten continued to maintain ties with their relatives in Johann-
georgenstadt. But as a result of the confessional frontier, the area of origin 
of the married couples increasingly shifted from Saxony to Bohemia (Map 
No. 3). 

Although mining in Platten prospered once more in the 18th Century, the 
map of origin for this period (Map No. 4) shows a central concentration, with 
a decrease in number coupled with growing distances. In other words, while 
Platten's reputation in the 16th Century had attracted people from more 
remote places, it appears to have been an unknown town in the 18th Century, 
enjoying mutual ties only with its immediate neighbourhood. 

With industrialization (Map No. 5), Platten won contacts throughout the 
World, but compared with other industrial towns, its economic strength re-
mained modest. Although the coming of the railroad brought Platten closer 
to Neudek, there was no corresponding increase in the number of matri-
monial partners coming from Egerland. Marriages with persons from places 
in the vicinty of Platten where an Erzgebirge dialect was spoken continued 
to dominate the picture (Map No. 6). If one adds to this factor the large 
percentage of purely local marriages, it is clear why the Erzgebirge character 
of the town could be preserved and there was no absorption into a developing 
larger Sudeten German-wide area of origin. However, the impact of rádio, 
films and tourism in the thirties furthered the latter process, blurring local 
peculiarities. Although the frontier acquired its sharpest expression in the 
interwar period, the influence of Saxony again became stronger, the number 
of Saxon matrimonial partners, which up to then had been steadily falling, 
once again increasing. 

T H E O R I G I N S A N D E X P A N S I O N O F T H E B O H E M I A N 
M A N U F A C T O R I E S U P T O T H E B E G I N N T N G O F T H E 

1 9 T H C E N T U R Y (1820) 
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This study is a Supplement to the documentary publication „The Oldest 
Bohemian Statistics on Industry and Trades", which appeared in Bohemia-
Jahrbuch, Vol. 5. Going beyond the evaluation of the statistics presented 
there, the present study gives an outline of the development of the Bohemian 
manufactories — arranged by branches — from their beginnings and artisan 
antecedents up to the year 1820. 

The Statistical data of the manufactory tables already clearly show how 
the industrialization of Bohemia took place in the second half of the 18th 
Century out of largely modest rudiments. In this manufactory era in Bohe-
mia, the focal points were to be found in the widely spread domestic systém 
of the linen and wool manufactories, as well as in the glass, paper-making 
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