
T o escape the Counter-Reformation, most of Platten's inhabitants moved 
to Saxon territory, founding Johanngeorgenstadt there in 1654. Those who 
remained in Platten continued to maintain ties with their relatives in Johann-
georgenstadt. But as a result of the confessional frontier, the area of origin 
of the married couples increasingly shifted from Saxony to Bohemia (Map 
No. 3). 

Although mining in Platten prospered once more in the 18th Century, the 
map of origin for this period (Map No. 4) shows a central concentration, with 
a decrease in number coupled with growing distances. In other words, while 
Platten's reputation in the 16th Century had attracted people from more 
remote places, it appears to have been an unknown town in the 18th Century, 
enjoying mutual ties only with its immediate neighbourhood. 

With industrialization (Map No. 5), Platten won contacts throughout the 
World, but compared with other industrial towns, its economic strength re-
mained modest. Although the coming of the railroad brought Platten closer 
to Neudek, there was no corresponding increase in the number of matri-
monial partners coming from Egerland. Marriages with persons from places 
in the vicinty of Platten where an Erzgebirge dialect was spoken continued 
to dominate the picture (Map No. 6). If one adds to this factor the large 
percentage of purely local marriages, it is clear why the Erzgebirge character 
of the town could be preserved and there was no absorption into a developing 
larger Sudeten German-wide area of origin. However, the impact of rádio, 
films and tourism in the thirties furthered the latter process, blurring local 
peculiarities. Although the frontier acquired its sharpest expression in the 
interwar period, the influence of Saxony again became stronger, the number 
of Saxon matrimonial partners, which up to then had been steadily falling, 
once again increasing. 

T H E O R I G I N S A N D E X P A N S I O N O F T H E B O H E M I A N 
M A N U F A C T O R I E S U P T O T H E B E G I N N T N G O F T H E 

1 9 T H C E N T U R Y (1820) 

Gustav Otruba 

This study is a Supplement to the documentary publication „The Oldest 
Bohemian Statistics on Industry and Trades", which appeared in Bohemia-
Jahrbuch, Vol. 5. Going beyond the evaluation of the statistics presented 
there, the present study gives an outline of the development of the Bohemian 
manufactories — arranged by branches — from their beginnings and artisan 
antecedents up to the year 1820. 

The Statistical data of the manufactory tables already clearly show how 
the industrialization of Bohemia took place in the second half of the 18th 
Century out of largely modest rudiments. In this manufactory era in Bohe-
mia, the focal points were to be found in the widely spread domestic systém 
of the linen and wool manufactories, as well as in the glass, paper-making 
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and chemica l industries , while the cotto n and silk industries , and the iron and 
metalworkin g enterprise s still lagged behind . Toward the end of the 18th 
Century , an increasin g numbe r of factorie s were built thank s to the entrepre -
neuria l spirit of noble and spirituá l manoria l lords. Th e great economi c po-
wer of the domain s of the Bohemia n lande d nobility , the labour potentia l of 
thei r subjects — above all the women and childre n — was completel y ex-
hauste d for this purpose , with the feudal obligation s of the subjects fre-
quentl y supplying a convenien t legal lever. To the samé degree tha t these 
obligation s were abolished , however, the domesti c systém of the large do-
main s began to disintegrate . 

In the first two decade s of the 19th Century , the transitio n took place from 
the manufactor y to the factory age. Thi s sweeping transformatio n was evi-
dent , for example , in the fact tha t homespu n work don ě by han d was supplan -
ted by spinnin g mills, while, on the othe r hand , productio n was concentrate d 
in a small numbe r of larger enterprises , with the numbe r of factorie s ceasing 
to grow. Th e bourgeoi s merchan t increasingl y appeare d on the scene along-
side the noble manoria l lords, but he was ennoble d for his Services. Th e 
prcviously neglecte d cotto n industr y overtoo k wool and linen , both of which 
encountere d marketin g difficulties. Th e transformatio n was also expressed 
in a great upswing of the iron and metalwar e industry . Th e food industry , 
especially sugar beet production , achieved great importance . 

P R O B L E M S O F B O H E M I A N H I S T O R Y B E T W E E N 1848 AN D 
1914 

Friedrich Prinz 

Bohemia n histor y can only be the histor y of both people s living in this 
area . Up to now the two historiographie s — the Czech and the Sudete n Ger -
ma n — have tende d far too muc h to view and depic t the histor y of the 
othe r people as a purely negative factor , as an influenc e actin g to disturb the 
unfoldin g of one' s own history . 

Th e nationalities ' struggle of the 19th Centur y in the Bohemia n lands was 
par t of a political-intellectua l wave in Europ e which moved in a west-eas t 
direction ; a process by which the people s who were takin g shape as a result 
of a gradua l fundamenta l demoeratizatio n established an intellectua l and po-
litical demarcatio n between themselve s and othe r peoples , postulate d thei r 
own intrinsi c value and individuality , and deduce d specific state-politica l de-
mand s therefrom . At the same time , nationalis m was a mean s of self-
assertion for people s with a less-develope d civilization vis-ä-vis th e political , 
economi c and cultura l pressure of the fully developed nations . Bourgeois 
nationalis m assumed such extrem e forms in Bohemi a because a Germa n 
industria l bourgeoisie was confronte d ther e by a Czech bourgeoisie whose 
foundatio n was no t industry , but the large-scal e productio n of food produet s 
(beer , sugar, flour) . Thu s ther e were no economi c interest s shared in commo n 
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