
by the two which could have checked the national struggle. On the contrary, 
economic antagonisms fired national ones; the Separation of Czechs and Ger-
mans which emerged ever more strongly in the course of the 19th Century 
was the result, not the prerequisite of the national struggle, as the bourgeois 
protagonists of this struggle claimed. F. Palacky's achievement on behalf of 
a national ideology consisted mainly in the fact that he imparted to the 
successful, rising bourgeois strata which lacked any sense of history, the 
individual historical awareness of the Bohemian aristocracy, collectivized it, 
and provided it with the features of a compact linguistic nation. Nationalism 
thus originated as the historically motivated form of a bourgeois self-
awareness. 

With the development of the modern industrial society, the antagonism 
intensified between the Czech bourgeois-national movement and the liberal 
German and international large-scale capital that was concentrated in Vienna, 
and the Czechs sought to protéct themselves against the latter by developing 
their own, national Czech economy. The labor movement began in the 
peripheral German industrialized areas, which ment that it was ini-
tially led by Germans, also being furthered in its national aspirations. This 
Situation changed when large industries grew up in the Czech parts of the 
land, above all in Prague, and with them, a workers' party with a Czech 
leadership. The national antagonisms within the labour movement also be-
came more significant in the process. The originally uniform socialist party 
was federated, and the trade-unions likewise split along national lineš. Espe-
cially severe was the struggle for a national structuring of the originally 
supranational „Utraquist" Social Democratic Party Organization of Moravia. 
With the improvement of the workers' living conditions, a stabilization of 
the language border took shape. The rise in the birth-rate in the more heavily 
industrialized areas of German settlement largely put to rest the bugbear 
of a „Slav population pressure" which the national bourgeoisie had propagated. 

T H R E E S T Y R I A N P O L I T I C A N S O F S U D E T E N G E R M A N 
O R I G I N 

Nikolaus von Preradovich 

This study describes the life of three Styrian politicians who came from 
the Sudeten area. 

Josef Derschatta was born in Wiese (Bohemia) in 1788. He rose from the 
ranks to lieutenant field marshal, and in 1839 was awarded the noble title of 
„v. Standhalt". His son Julius, from his second marriage, studied law; in 
1884 he was elected to the municipal Council of Graz, and in 1885 to the 
Chamber of Deputies. There he joined the „Deutschen Klub" and in 1887 the 
„Deutschnationale Vereinigung". In order to counter effectively the political 
work of the Slovenes, Derschatta founded the „Südmark" protective asso-
ciation, which soon became the second largest such association in the Dual 
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Monarchy. In 1906 he was appointed Minister of Railways in the Beck Cabi-
net, and in this capacity advocated the nationalization of the railways. 
After resigning as Minister in 1908, he became president of the Austrian 
Lloyd. He died on 3 February 1924 in Vienna. 

Alfred Gürtler, the son of a manufacturer in Deutsch-Gabel, was born 
on 30 October 1875. He studied law, habilitated in 1907 in Graz in statistics, 
political economy, and Austrian financial law, and was named professor in 
ordinary in 1917. He was nominated in 1919 as a candidate of the Chri-
stian Social Association for the constituent National Assembly and was elec-
ted from the electoral district of Graz. In September 1919 he accompanied 
Karl Renner to the peace negotiations in St. Germain. Prof. Gürtler was 
Finance Minister in the Schober Cabinet in 1921/22, Landeshauptmann of 
Styria in 1926/27, and President of the National Council from 1928 to 1930. 
He died on 16 March 1933 in Graz. 

Reinhold Machold was born on 11 November 1879 in Bielitz (Silesia); his 
father was a professional musician. As a skilled typesetter, he soon came in 
contact with the labour movement, to which he contributed bis organiza-
tional abilities. After a long „wanderyear" period, he finally settled in Graz. 
Here he became chairman of the Social Democratic Party. In 1910, Macbold 
was named deputy director of the Party enterprises, and in 1916 director of 
the Styrian consumers' co-operatives. After the fall of the Third Reich, final-
ly, Machold held the position of Landeshauptmann. He died in Graz on 
6 February 1961. 

G E R M A N Y A N D I T S „ M I T T E L E U R O P A " P O L I C Y 

Paul Kluke 

The „Mitteleuropa" concept is, first of all, geographical in character, but 
even its territorial delimitation raises difficultes. In the mid-19th Century, 
Freiherr von Bruk and Paul Lagarde were the first to broach the idea of a 
Central European order centered on Germany. However, this idea could not 
manage to penetrate the German policy-making sphere — not even in the 
second half of the 19th Century. Bismarck founded his policy on hard facts 
that could be readily grasped, coupling this with the broad recognition of 
the existing powers. 

Only during the First World War did a political „Mitteleuropa" conception 
emerge among the leadership of the German Empire, but although it became 
the heart of the German program of war aims, it was never thought out in 
detail. The English blockade led leading figures in the German economic 
World to the idea of aiming at a Germany strengthened by „Mitteleuropa", 
which would be capable of asserting itself alongside the Great Powers of 
Great Britain and Russia. Rathenau wanted to achieve a settlement with 
France, by which it could be included in the large-scale economic region 
that was to be set up. This economic Community of Central Europe, whose 

526 


