
Monarchy. In 1906 he was appointed Minister of Railways in the Beck Cabi-
net, and in this capacity advocated the nationalization of the railways. 
After resigning as Minister in 1908, he became president of the Austrian 
Lloyd. He died on 3 February 1924 in Vienna. 

Alfred Gürtler, the son of a manufacturer in Deutsch-Gabel, was born 
on 30 October 1875. He studied law, habilitated in 1907 in Graz in statistics, 
political economy, and Austrian financial law, and was named professor in 
ordinary in 1917. He was nominated in 1919 as a candidate of the Chri-
stian Social Association for the constituent National Assembly and was elec-
ted from the electoral district of Graz. In September 1919 he accompanied 
Karl Renner to the peace negotiations in St. Germain. Prof. Gürtler was 
Finance Minister in the Schober Cabinet in 1921/22, Landeshauptmann of 
Styria in 1926/27, and President of the National Council from 1928 to 1930. 
He died on 16 March 1933 in Graz. 

Reinhold Machold was born on 11 November 1879 in Bielitz (Silesia); his 
father was a professional musician. As a skilled typesetter, he soon came in 
contact with the labour movement, to which he contributed bis organiza-
tional abilities. After a long „wanderyear" period, he finally settled in Graz. 
Here he became chairman of the Social Democratic Party. In 1910, Macbold 
was named deputy director of the Party enterprises, and in 1916 director of 
the Styrian consumers' co-operatives. After the fall of the Third Reich, final-
ly, Machold held the position of Landeshauptmann. He died in Graz on 
6 February 1961. 

G E R M A N Y A N D I T S „ M I T T E L E U R O P A " P O L I C Y 

Paul Kluke 

The „Mitteleuropa" concept is, first of all, geographical in character, but 
even its territorial delimitation raises difficultes. In the mid-19th Century, 
Freiherr von Bruk and Paul Lagarde were the first to broach the idea of a 
Central European order centered on Germany. However, this idea could not 
manage to penetrate the German policy-making sphere — not even in the 
second half of the 19th Century. Bismarck founded his policy on hard facts 
that could be readily grasped, coupling this with the broad recognition of 
the existing powers. 

Only during the First World War did a political „Mitteleuropa" conception 
emerge among the leadership of the German Empire, but although it became 
the heart of the German program of war aims, it was never thought out in 
detail. The English blockade led leading figures in the German economic 
World to the idea of aiming at a Germany strengthened by „Mitteleuropa", 
which would be capable of asserting itself alongside the Great Powers of 
Great Britain and Russia. Rathenau wanted to achieve a settlement with 
France, by which it could be included in the large-scale economic region 
that was to be set up. This economic Community of Central Europe, whose 
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member s were technicall y to be equal , was designed to establish Germa n eco-
nomi c pre-eminence . Towar d th e en d of th e Firs t World War, th e economi c 
„Mitteleuropa " concep t was include d as far as th e Nort h Cap e an d Sicily, an d 
also embrace d Poland . 

I n 1915, th e chie f of th e Genera l Staff, Genera l Falkenhayn , advocate d >— 
mainl y as a tactica l war measur e — th e creatio n of a Centra l Europea n con -
federation , bu t was ünabl e to get it adopted . T h e Austro-Polis h Solutio n 
towar d which th e imperia l leadershi p ha d incline d in 1915 was subsequentl y 
abandone d for fear of a Slavic preponderanc e in th e Austrian monarchy . 

Friedric h Naumann' s „Mitteleuropa " book , which appeare d in th e lat ě fall 
of 1915, popularize d th e „Mitteleuropa " idea amon g large circle s of th e 
population . Naumann' s „Mitteleuropa " was to be a suprem e economi c an d 
militar y stat ě whose member s would retai n thei r sovereignty . Despit e th e 
popularit y of Naumann' s book , th e leadershi p of th e Germa n Empir e held 
on to its vague ,Mitteleuropa ' ideas , t o which th e Suprem e Comman d asso-
ciate d itself with th e national-politica l idea s of Ludendorff . 

On th e othe r hand , Naumann' s boo k provide d th e Wester n enemie s of th e 
Centra l Power s with politica l ammunition . I t was the n th e Wester n ideologie s 
of Liberalis m an d th e righ t of self-determinatio n as well as th e bolshevistic 
revolutio n which determine d th e final phas e of th e World War . 

After th e collapse of th e Centra l Powers , th e Germa n governmen t was for 
years impoten t an d incapabl e of pursuin g an y active polic y of its own. T h e 
unificatio n of all German s an d th e protectio n of th e Germa n minoritie s in 
th e ne w nationa l state s supplante d th e „Mitteleuropa " idea in th e forefron t 
of attention . Stresemann' s foreign polic y successes the n enable d Hitle r to 
mak e his Volkstum an d minoritie s policie s appea r credibl e abroad . Th e Thir d 
Reic h propagate d n o „Mitteleuropa " idea pí its own in th e stric t sense of 
th e word . 

A U S T R I A A N D C E N T R A L E U R O P E 

Hugo Hantsch 

T h e event s of th e year 1848 raised th e questio n of a reconstitutio n of Ger -
many . I n th e Frankfur t Parliament , th e conservativ e supranationa l Austrian 
imperia l idea clashe d with th e libera l idea of th e nationa l statě . Althoug h n o 
reorganizatio n coul d be achieve d in Frankfurt , th e Prussia n kleindeutsch con -
cep t was eventuall y realized , an d Schwarzenberg' s project , which mad e allow-
ance s for th e nationa l problem s of th e Austria n monarchy , was repudiated . 
Th e difference s in th e interest s of Austria an d th e Germa n Confederatio n 
were alread y apparen t in th e Crimea n War an d th e war with Piedmont -
Sardinia . 

After th e Battl e of Königgrätz , Prussia n Oppositio n thwarte d Austria n par -
ticipatio n in a Centra l Europea n economi c systém, by eliminatin g Austria 
from th e Germa n Confederation , Austria' s membershi p an d pre-eminenc e in 
th e Germa n Confederatio n ha d been an expression of continuit y with th e old 
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