
members were technically to be equal, was designed to establish German eco­
nomic pre-eminence. Toward the end of the First World War, the economic 
„Mitteleuropa" concept was included as far as the North Cape and Sicily, and 
also embraced Poland. 

I n 1915, the chief of the General Staff, General Falkenhayn, advocated >— 
mainly as a tactical war measure — the creation of a Central European con-
federation, but was ünable to get it adopted. T h e Austro-Polish Solution 
toward which the imperial leadership had inclined in 1915 was subsequently 
abandoned for fear of a Slavic preponderance in the Austrian monarchy. 

Friedrich Naumann's „Mitteleuropa" book, which appeared in the latě fall 
of 1915, popularized the „Mitteleuropa" idea among large circles of the 
population. Naumann's „Mitteleuropa" was to be a supreme economic and 
military statě whose members would retain their sovereignty. Despite the 
popularity of Naumann's book, the leadership of the German Empire held 
on to its vague ,Mitteleuropa' ideas, to which the Supreme Command asso-
ciated itself with the national-political ideas of Ludendorff. 

On the other hand, Naumann's book provided the Western enemies of the 
Central Powers with political ammunition. I t was then the Western ideologies 
of Liberalism and the right of self-determination as well as the bolshevistic 
revolution which determined the final phase of the World War. 

After the collapse of the Central Powers, the German government was for 
years impotent and incapable of pursuing any active policy of its own. T h e 
unification of all Germans and the protection of the German minorities in 
the new national states supplanted the „Mitteleuropa" idea in the forefront 
of attention. Stresemann's foreign policy successes then enabled Hitler to 
make his Volkstum and minorities policies appear credible abroad. T h e Third 
Reich propagated no „Mitteleuropa" idea pí its own in the strict sense of 
the word. 

A U S T R I A A N D C E N T R A L E U R O P E 

Hugo Hantsch 

T h e events of the year 1848 raised the question of a reconstitution of Ger­
many. In the Frankfurt Parliament, the conservative supranational Austrian 
imperial idea clashed with the liberal idea of the national statě. Although no 
reorganization could be achieved in Frankfurt, the Prussian kleindeutsch con­
cept was eventually realized, and Schwarzenberg's project, which made allow-
ances for the national problems of the Austrian monarchy, was repudiated. 
The differences in the interests of Austria and the German Confederation 
were already apparent in the Crimean War and the war with Piedmont-
Sardinia. 

After the Battle of Königgrätz, Prussian Opposition thwarted Austrian par-
ticipation in a Central European economic systém, by eliminating Austria 
from the German Confederation, Austria's membership and pre-eminence in 
the German Confederation had been an expression of continuity with the old 
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imperial idea, and its now being forced to desist from exerting any influence 
on the shaping of Central Europe meant the advance of the national-state 
idea, which was in contradiction to the structure of the monarchy. T o an 
ever increasing degree, the national idea took hold of the non-German 
peoples of the monarchy and, after the establishment of Dualism, compelled 
the re-examination of the national-political power relationships which had 
prevailed up to then. 

T h e pressure which the Russian power bloc exercised on Austria with the 
growth of Pan-Slavic tendencies led Germany to the view that the preser-
vation of the monarchy was necessary for the security of the German Empire. 
Thus Bismarck again enlisted the help of Austria, in the Dual Alliance of 
1879, in the formation of a Central European center. However, the opposing 
interests of the two partners continued to bürden both and remained an 
obstacle to a constructive Central European policy. 

During the First World War, Friedrich Naumann's „Mitteleuropa" idea 
also aroused considerable attention in Austria, and won many adherents 
among the ranks of the German National Association (Deutscher National­
verband), as well as in Hungary. Conservative circles, however, doubted that 
this concept was in harmony with the independent development of the multi­
national State, viewing Seipel's federative program and supranational idea 
as more suitable and as also pointing the future road for Europe. But both 
Naumann's and Seipel's ideas came too latě for any concrete attempts at a 
Solution. T h e League of Nations idea then followed a different course, taking, 
as it did, not the supranational, multinational State, but the national State 
as its basis. 

O S K A R L E N Z , A F R I Č A N E X P L O R E R A N D U N I V E R S I T Y 
P R O F E S S O R I N P R A G U E 

Karl Ad. Sedlmeyer 

Oskar Lenz was one of those explorers whose scientific activity feil into 
oblivion as a result of the political disorders at the beginning of this Century. 
Of humble origin, he worked his way up to a distinguished career. He was 
born in Leipzig on 13 April 1848 — in an age of world-wide interest in the 
exploration of the interior of Africa. His father was a master shoemaker. 
Among Lenz's teachers were a number of renowned personalities: at the 
Gymnasium, the famous zoologist Brehm; at the University in Leipzig, the 
noted geologist Wilhelm Credner, the zoologist Pöppig, and the geographer 
Deutsch. After getting his doctorate, he received by chance a position in a 
private school near Vienna. Here he came into contact with the Imperial 
Geological Institute in Vienna (k. u. k. geologische Reichsanstalt) and with 
Ferdinand von Hochstetter, Professor of Geology at the Technische Hoch­
schule in Vienna. Hochstetter later recommended him to the Afričan So­
ciety in Berlin for an expedition to West Africa to explore the Ogowe River 
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