
imperial idea, and its now being forced to desist from exerting any influence 
on the shaping of Central Europe meant the advance of the national-state 
idea, which was in contradiction to the structure of the monarchy. T o an 
ever increasing degree, the national idea took hold of the non-German 
peoples of the monarchy and, after the establishment of Dualism, compelled 
the re-examination of the national-political power relationships which had 
prevailed up to then. 

T h e pressure which the Russian power bloc exercised on Austria with the 
growth of Pan-Slavic tendencies led Germany to the view that the preser-
vation of the monarchy was necessary for the security of the German Empire. 
Thus Bismarck again enlisted the help of Austria, in the Dual Alliance of 
1879, in the formation of a Central European center. However, the opposing 
interests of the two partners continued to bürden both and remained an 
obstacle to a constructive Central European policy. 

During the First World War, Friedrich Naumann's „Mitteleuropa" idea 
also aroused considerable attention in Austria, and won many adherents 
among the ranks of the German National Association (Deutscher National
verband), as well as in Hungary. Conservative circles, however, doubted that 
this concept was in harmony with the independent development of the multi
national State, viewing Seipel's federative program and supranational idea 
as more suitable and as also pointing the future road for Europe. But both 
Naumann's and Seipel's ideas came too latě for any concrete attempts at a 
Solution. T h e League of Nations idea then followed a different course, taking, 
as it did, not the supranational, multinational State, but the national State 
as its basis. 

O S K A R L E N Z , A F R I Č A N E X P L O R E R A N D U N I V E R S I T Y 
P R O F E S S O R I N P R A G U E 

Karl Ad. Sedlmeyer 

Oskar Lenz was one of those explorers whose scientific activity feil into 
oblivion as a result of the political disorders at the beginning of this Century. 
Of humble origin, he worked his way up to a distinguished career. He was 
born in Leipzig on 13 April 1848 — in an age of world-wide interest in the 
exploration of the interior of Africa. His father was a master shoemaker. 
Among Lenz's teachers were a number of renowned personalities: at the 
Gymnasium, the famous zoologist Brehm; at the University in Leipzig, the 
noted geologist Wilhelm Credner, the zoologist Pöppig, and the geographer 
Deutsch. After getting his doctorate, he received by chance a position in a 
private school near Vienna. Here he came into contact with the Imperial 
Geological Institute in Vienna (k. u. k. geologische Reichsanstalt) and with 
Ferdinand von Hochstetter, Professor of Geology at the Technische Hoch
schule in Vienna. Hochstetter later recommended him to the Afričan So
ciety in Berlin for an expedition to West Africa to explore the Ogowe River 
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area. Lenz spent the years 1874—1877 in the murderous climate of this 
region. T h e French colonial regime laid claim to every village Lenz set foot 
in. T h e scientific results of his sojourn were of no little importance, throwing 
light, as they did, not only on the geological but also on the ethnographic 
conditions of this area. Lenz discovered the Abongo pygmies in this wooded 
region. In 1879 the Afričan Society in Berlin assigned him, following a Sug
gestion by the noted geographer Ferdinand von Richthofen, to lead a new 
Afričan expedition, this time to the western Sahara, to the holý city of 
Timbuktu. He travelled from there to Senegal, and left for home from 
St. Louis in 1881. He recorded his results in the two-volume work „Tim
buktu", which aroused great interest, especially in France and was translated 
into French. T h e geographical societies of this country lavished honours on 
Lenz. 

In the meantime he was offered the vacant chair for geography at the 
German University in Czernowitz. However, he was not able to také up this 
professorship immediately, for the Austrian Geographical Society invited him 
to také charge of an Austrian Congo expedition. In 1885 he set out on this 
expedition, during the course of which Africa was traversed for the ninth 
time from west to east. T h e routě led from mouth of the Congo to Zambezi, 
and, via Zanzibar and Aden, back to Vienna, where he returned after a two-
year absence. On 7 June 1887, Emperor Francis Joseph named him professor 
in ordinary for geography at the German University in Prague. Lenz taught 
there for 42 Semesters. In 1891 he became dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, 
and in 1902, rector of the University. After becoming professor emeritus in 
1910, he moved to Soos in Lower Austria, where he died on 2 March 1925. 
During his lifetime, Lenz enjoyed the highest recognition in the scientific 
world. This was shown by the Austrian, French, Prussian, Italian, Portuguese, 
Belgian and Saxon awards he received and by his honoráry membership of 
15 domestic and foreign geographical societies. 

34 
529 


