
ST. SALVATOR'S I N T H E C L E M E N T I N U M — F O R M E R L Y 
T H E B O H E M I A N J E S U I T C H U R C H — AND T H E I T A L I A N 

C H A P E L I N T H E A L T S T A D T IN P R A G U E 

Klaus Mer ten 

The first Jesuit College in Prague was founded in 1555. Work on the 
Jesuit church, one of the earliest in Central Europe, began in 1578, using 
the foundations of the ruined church of the Dominicans. The chancel, 
transept and towers were completed in 1582, when work stopped on the buil­
ding. During the years 1590—97 the Marian Congregation of the Italian co-
lony built on a large oval double-shelled orátory, known as the Italian 
Chapel, the oldest oval church north of the Alps. The nave of St. Salvator's 
was built from 1600—02. This completed the church except for the central 
cupola. In neither case is the name of the architect known. 

In the late 17th and in the 18th Century, St. Salvator's — and to a lesser 
extent the Italian Chapel — underwent so many radical alterations that 
reconstruction became imperative. A basilica Gothic in influence, was built 
in the form of a Latin cross, with two low towers over the chancel, a 
(planned) central cupola and a stately west front overlooking the Old Town 
bridge-tower of the Charles Bridge. This is the first church to display the 
typical features which later marked all Jesuit architecture. 

It is not difficult to distinguish the connection between St. Salvator's, 
together with the Italian Chapel of the Ascension of Our Lady, and the 
lay-out of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre erected by Emperor Constan-
tine, the same concept which was attempted in plans for the Lutheran 
counter-church of St. Salvátor, which was built some years later. 

TWO P O R T A I T S BY J O H A N N E S K U P E Z K Y 

Erich Bachmann 

Johannes Kupezky, who left the Catholic city of Vienna mainly for reli-
gious reasons in 1723 and went to live in the Protestant free city of Nürn­
berg, where he died, occupies a singulár place among the great court pain-
ters of the late Baroque era similar to that of the Genevan Calvinist and 
„peintre de la vérité", Jean-Etienne Liotard, in the rococo period. Both were 
equahy feared and esteemed for the deep psychological insight and inner 
veracity of their portraits. Both — sometimes to a quite astonishing degree 
— transcended the stylistic Conventions of court portraiture of the age of 
absolutism and can in many respects be regarded as precursors of classicism 
and the 19th Century. 

Among Kupezky's portraits. there are many in which he seems to regard 
the princes and persons of quality whom he depicts not only with incorrup-
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tible impartiality but also with downright distaste, not without inner re-
servations, even class resentment. He turns the required courtly attitude 
(Goethe cahs „Tournure" selfconscious dignity tempered by graciousness) 
into one of arrogance and cold indifference. These characteristics facilitate 
the identification of two portraits, one in the Wawel in Cracow and the 
other in the Residenz at Ansbach, as the work of Kupezky. T h e first depicts 
an unknown nobleman, the second Carl Wilhelm of Brandenburg-Ansbach, 
known as the „wild Markgrave", before his accession. This last portrait, 
which was formerly believed to be a painting of the Margrave Alexander 
of Ansbach-Bayreuth by the court painter J. C. Sperling, is certainly one of 
Kupezky's best works, remarkable for the strength of the psychological 
characterization and the subtle composition. 

T H E M A T H E M A T I C A L , P H Y S I C A L A N D A S T R O N O M I C A L 

M A N U S C R I P T S I N T H E L I B R A R I E S O F S L O V A K I A 

Karl Fischer 

A history of astronomy in Slovakia must necessarily be based on the rele­
vant manuscripts contained in Slovák libraries. T h e register prepared by 
the author shows that many manuscripts were lost to the libraries in 1918 
and after the Second World War. Most of the manuscripts available today 
dáte from the 17th to 19th Century. 

T h e survey Covers manuscripts in the following libraries: 
University Library, Bratislava; Library of the Bratislava Chapter; Manu-

script Department of the Slovakian National Library, Bratislava; Library of 
the Evangelical Lyceum, Bratislava; Bibliotheca Caplovičiana Dolný Kubín; 
Library of the Evangelical Lyceum, Kesmark; Library of the Evangelical 
Lyceum, Eperjes; Library of the diocese of Nitra, and the National Library 
of Matice Slovenská. 

T H E B A T T L E O F K Ö N I G G R Ä T Z A S A H I S T O R I C A L 

T U R N I N G P O I N T 

Otto von Habsburg 

T h e 19th Century can weh be called the age of the two dangerous „er-
satz" religions — nationalism and the class struggle — which largely came 
to také the place of the universal principle which holds that God is the 
centre of the universe. T h e Battle of Königgrätz not only led to the final 
eclipse of the Holý Roman Empire, but it also decided between two funda­
mental political concepts: the principle of nationality triumphed over the 
idea of the supra-national empire. 
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