
K A R E L C A P E K ' S „ Ž I V O T A D Í L O S K L A D A T E L E 

F O L T Y N A " A N D T H O M A S M A N N ' S „ D O K T O R F A U S T U S " 

Frank Boldt 

T h e author endeavours to establish parallels between Thomas Mann's 
„Doktor Faustus" and Karel Capek's last novel, „Life and Work of the Com-
poser Foltýn". 

T h e two books are related in their subject. Both novels react and respond, 
if in different ways, to the spirituál and intellectual Situation of their pe
riod. Both in „Foltýn" and in Thomas Mann's work the musician is used to 
personify his age. Both authors write in füll consciousness of the collapse 
of Europe, politicahy and morally, immediately before and during World 
War II. 

Although Čapek and Mann were friends, their books are certainly not 
the result of direct inspiration or influence. Both are independent works, 
the products of the artisťs independent imagination. This is testified most 
impressively by the difference in the formal structure of the two books. On 
the one hand, the short unequivocal narrative by Čapek; on the other, Tho
mas Mann's complicated and ambiguous „Doktor Faustus". 

T h e fundamental difference in the conception of each of the two books 
must be attributed to the difference between the Czech and German literary 
and spirituál tradition, in all its subtle undertones. T h e work of Franz 
Kafka illustrates this interweaving of influences in Czech and German lite
ratuře rooted in the Bohemian countries. 

T h e result of the confrontation can be summarized as follows: While the 
Faustus novel is an aestheticahy conceived and artistically successful work, 
Capek's work is a response to his age, sustained by an ethical impulse — 
and at the samé time comes perilously close to being inacceptable from the 
artistic point of view. 

1 5 T H M A R C H 1 9 3 9 — T H E R E A C T I O N O F T H E P O W E R S 

Martin Broszat 

T h e first section depicts the political Situation resulting from the Munich 
Agreement. Far from appeasing or satisfying Hitler, Munich only served to 
release an intensified drive for action. Not content with exploiting the poli
tical hegemony he had achieved, Hitler sought further territorial expansion. 
In this way he could demonstrate to the Western powers the strength of 
Germany's „free hand in the east". T h e coup de main which fohowed on 
15th March 1939 was clearly improvised. 

T h e second section describes the reaction of the Powers to Hitler's action, 
up to the guarantee to Poland on 31st March 1939. Both in France and in 

455 


