
England the governments, which had hitherto pursued a course of appease
ment, found themselves after 15th March under heavy pressure and in the 
face of alarming rumours of further threatened moves for expansion by 
Hitler, diplomatic Steps, initiated by Great Britain, were taken to gain the 
support of the countries which seemed most endangered for a mutual secu-
rity pact. This pact was envisaged primarily as a deterrent and was concer-
ned first and foremost with securing mutual guarantees; only in a secon-
dary sense was it an effective military alliance. T h e dooř to a continued 
policy of appeasement still remained open. The Soviet plan for a Six Power 
Conference was rejected. Little came of these diplomatic overtures and their 
lack of success led to renewed pressure of public opinion. I t was this presr-
sure which forced the British government's hasty guarantee to Poland. 

This improvised answer to Hitler's improvised demonstration of power 
was to have more serious consequence than either of the originators could 
have foreseen. 
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T h e author proves that the ideological arguments which were used du
ring and after the Second World War to justify mass expulsions were al
ready contained in embryo in the nationalism of the 19th and 20 th centu-
ries. Indeed they are partly rooted in ancient European traditions. This is 
demonstrated by the example of Edvard Beneš, who, as a consistent natio-
nalist, regarded the „transfer" of the Sudeten Germans as a necessary 
means to achieve his ideal of a purely Czech national statě, a goal he pur
sued unswervingly. Like many other authoritarian politicians of the 20 th 
Century, he paid tribute to a „Chiliasm" which favoured drastic „final Solu
tions". Compulsory expulsion is now viewed as a radical eure and the mino
rity nation is degraded to a „source of infection". This „State of sickness" 
should necessitate and justify mass expulsion — a cruel Operation but cura-
tive in the long run and therefore would be morally justifiable. T h e parallel 
between this sort of ideological construetion and Hitler's „justification" of 
the annihibation of the Jews is evident. 

In addition the author examines the part played by the writers of na
tional history in the formation of the expulsion concept and analyses the 
attempts of Radomír Luza to give an ex post facto justification for these 
expulsions on „demoeratie" grounds. 
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