
N I K O L A I D A N I L E V S K I A N D C Z E C H P A N - S L A V I S M 

Erwin Herrmann 

T h e Russian scientist Nikolai Danilevski (1822—1885) left behind as his 
main work the book Russland und Europa, which became the authoritative 
text of Russian Pan-Slavism. In this book, Danilevski, whose orientation was 
a Greater Russian, nationalistic one, called for a sizable expansion of Russia 
and the incorporation of the West and South Slavs into a federation which 
he termed the „All-Slav Confederation". Inevitably, this idea was sharply 
rejected by Austria-Hungary and Turkey. His approach to history was 
marked by a cyclical theory, for which reason he has been described as a 
forerunner of Oswald Spengler. In the present study, the attempt is made 
to show that related notions of a Coming (Slav) epoch were in the last 
analysis influenced by the latě medieval Joachimite doctrine of the Three 
Ages of the world; in one instance, in the case of Soloviev, this can be 
proven directly. 

Danilevski attached particular importance to including the Czechs in his 
scheme, the area of Bohemia and Moravia necessarily representing in his 
ideas of expansion a key bastion of the united Slavs against the hostile 
Germans and against Western Europe in generál. He believed that Hussitism 
had been especially significant in the preservation of old Slavic traditions. It 
is shown that Danilevski's book was unable to exert any significant impact 
on the Czechs, in view of the Western orientation of the Czech Pan-Slavists 
of the 19th and 20th centuries. His exacting demands with regard to the 
structuring of the All-Slav Confederation no doubt also played a role here. 

V I T A L P R O B L E M S O F A U S T R I A B E F O R E A N D D U R I N G 

T H E F I R S T W O R L D W A R — T H E F O R M O F S T A T E A N D 

W A R P O L I C Y 

Harald Bachmann 

After the Ausgleich of 1867 the Opposition against Dualism developed so 
strongly that even conservative circles were pessimistic about the viability of 
the Danube monarchy. Nationalism removed the multi-national state's very 
basis for existence; moreover, the social development of the monarchy did 
not correspond to the social structure of the modern Western democracies. 
T h e strength of the Austrian State lay in its bureaucracy, whose merits 
were still generally recognized up to the time of the Taaffe ministry. All 
attempts to prevent the dismemberment of Austria and to appease the 
nations of Austria by means of a settlement on a bureaucratic foundation 
were thwarted by the dynamics of nationalism as well as by the structural 
transformation of Austria in an age of industrial revolution. The Dualist 
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systém of government was an inadequate basis for conducting the policy of 
Ausgleich. What is more, except for the Austrian Social Democracy, there 
was no supranational political party. The predominance of the Germans in 
the statě could only be maintained for a certain period of time by means 
of the systém of election by socioeconomic classes (Zensuswahlrecht). The 
language question as well as the controversies over the recognition of na
tional demands were an expression of irreconcilable bourgeois ideologies. 

The erroneous policy of the bourgeois nationalists was also manifest in 
their sociopolitical efforts, which were frequently directed toward securing 
the national property. Only personalities with the stature of a Joseph Maria 
Baernreither or a Joseph Redlich were able to gain deeper insight into the 
importance of social policy as a factor of integration. They were, however, 
forced to recognize that the leading strata of the pseudo-constitutional 
systém were opposed to any broad reform. 

From the 1890's on Czech and South Slav national politics were oriented 
toward the models of the Western democracies and established close ties 
with their leading personalities. Masaryk, Kramář and the South Slav poli-
ticians acquired an ever greater international reputation. Already at the turn 
of the Century, Masaryk was determined to put an end to the existence of 
Austria (Cisleithania), since the Dualist form of statě stood in the way of 
any realization of the Bohemian Staatsrecht. The South Slav question was 
likewise coming to represent an ever-growing threat to the monarchy. 

Nevertheless, the reform politicians of Austria still hoped for a Solution 
of all outstanding questions — above all the Bohemian — through a skill-
fully executed octroi. Minister Baernreither, as a member of the Count Clam-
Martinic ministry worked out an octroi designed -to offer a last-minute 
Solution for the Bohemian question on the basis of language equality. The 
world-wide political convulsions of the year 1917 also doomed this attempt 
to failure. 

R O O S E V E L T A N D T H E S U D E T E N Q U E S T I O N , A S T U D Y 
I N A M E R I C A N D I P L O M A C Y 

James II. Wolfe 

Meeting off the coast of Newfoundland in August, 1941, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston S. Churchill agreed to a joint 
statement of foreign policy goals. Principal among these was a commitment 
to guarantee the right of national self-determination to all peoples as a basis 
for peace in the postwar world. Woodrow Wilson, too, in the tenth of his 
Fourteen Points, pledged his government to the ideal that every national 
group should determine its political allegiance. When confronted with the 
need to continue a wartime coalition as the foundation of a world Organi
zation, Wilson and Roosevelt succumbed to the Weberian ethic of ultimate 
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