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F R O M  P O L N A  T O  P R A G U E :  T H E  R O U T E  T O  T H E  
S L Á N S K Ý  T R I A L

Jan Gerber

This contribution describes, in a longterm perspective, the nationalistic and anti-
Semitic tendencies, which culminated in the Slánský trial in Prague in 1952. Using
the example of the biography of diplomat and author F. C. (Franz Carl) Weiskopf,
who in 1952 was relieved of his post as ambassador to China and later left Czecho-
slovakia for the GDR, the author demonstrates that the Prague lawsuits were due to
an intersection of two lines of conflict: a rather short-term ideological axis, where
both the traditions of the workers’ movement and the Manichaeism of the early Cold
War period had an effect, and a long sequence of ethnic affiliations. According to the
author, in Czechoslovakia the Soviet switch of positions in the Near East coincided
with the aftereffects of the nationality conflicts and Jewish acculturation dating back
to the 19th century. Thus, the Slánský tribunal continued the tradition of the Moscow
trials of 1936-1938 as well as those of both trials against Leopold Hilsner in 1899 and
1900, the last grand trials with ritual murder charges in the Bohemian Lands of the
old Habsburg Monarchy.

“ S O R O R A L  G R E E T I N G S ”  F R O M  T H E  W E S T

Western Women in the Czechoslovak Press, 1948-1968

Judith Brehmer

This contribution examines press reports covering the topic of women in the
Western bloc published by Czechoslovak print media between 1948 and 1968,
against the backdrop of the Cold War. The author bases her analysis on the assump-
tion that foreigner stereotypes always reflect one’s own values and opinions, and
goes on to present reasons for Czechoslovak media publishing items on Western
women. Thus, when Stalinism was in full swing, the press focused on motherhood
and active peace promoting as traits common to women in both East and West. The
author concludes that this happened in order to legitimatize for their female and
male readers the concept of what constitutes a socialist woman. Moreover, reports
that women in the West suffered economic exploitation served as evidence that
socialism was superior to capitalism. With Czechoslovakia opening up, in a social
sense, after 1956, the population came in contact with new models of femininity
which opened new horizons for individual life plans and fostered intensive debates
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on the extent to which Czechoslovak men and women did enjoy equal rights.
However, with the focus of press coverage comparing the situation of women in
West and East switching away from common values toward common problems, and
with differing and sometimes clashing femininity models being highlighted by this
time, cracks began to appear in the concept of universal friendship joining woman-
kind across the borders of the political blocs.

S U S P E N S I O N  –  PA C I F I C AT I O N  –  C O M M E N D AT I O N

Disagreements in the Higher Administration of the Austrian Monarchy Examined
at the Case of the Bohemian Franz von Thun-Hohenstein (1868-1934) 

in Dalmatia

Johannes Kalwoda

The present study examines suspensions of high-ranking officials in the Cisleithanian
part of the late Habsburg monarchy, which resulted from political and ideological
reasons or from security concerns voiced by the military administration. The case
most closely examined is the conflict between Marius Attems, governor of Dalmatia
(1862-1947), and his deputy Franz Thun (1868-1934). When insurmountable diffe-
rences emerged between high representatives belonging to the same administrative
unit, it was extremely difficult for all parties concerned to come up with something
resembling a solution, to soothen passions and to remain on peaceful terms. As long
as the situation was unresolved, somebody who had been suspended from office was
not normally replaced, which resulted in the workload having to be redistributed
internally. The next higher authority, in the conflict Attems–Thun the ministry of
the interior, had to find, within a suitable period, another position in keeping with
the qualification and the inclinations of the person suspended, and in doing so had
to avoid a reduction in rank as long as there was no culpable act. In the case of Thun,
another position was not easy to identify, but when Thun was finally restored to
office, he received a commendation (quite common in such cases), an order and ear-
lier-than-normal promotion.

T H E  A U S T R O - H U N G A R I A N  D I P L O M AT  J O H A N N E S
P R I N Z  V O N  S C H Ö N B U R G - H A RT E N S T E I N  A N D  H I S  P R E -

W O R L D  WA R I  T E N U R E  A S  E N V O Y  T O  T H E  H O LY  S E E

Roman Daňa/Marek Šmíd

This contribution deals with the biography of Austro-Hungarian diplomat Johannes
Prinz von Schönburg-Hartenstein (1864-1937) and focuses in particular on Harten-
stein’s work as an envoy to the Holy See in the period immediately preceding the
first world war. The political relations between the Habsburg monarchy and the


