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The author of the present article applies to representatives of the humanities, par-
ticularly to historians, the terminology of “wartime youth generation” (Kriegs-
jugendgeneration) and “generation of no compromise” (Generation des Unbeding-
ten), which was introduced into recent history research by Ulrich Herbert and
Michael Wildt with regard to functionaries of the Nazi regime. In the case of me-
dievalist Heinz Zatschek (1901-1965), a professor at Prague and Vienna universities,
he succeeds in demonstrating how Zatschek became, not least because of certain
experiences common to his generation, an “historian of no compromise”. The arti-
cle also draws attention to certain preconditions for this development. Thus, Zat-
schek became increasingly politically-minded and, in the end, an ardent national
socialist. Also shown is how this process showed on Zatschek’s research results,
which were no longer consistent with standards of serious science. The author also
explains what kind of political networks and networks of fellow scholars supported
Zatschek in his activities as “historian of no compromise”.
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The present article examines the ideological context of university and science poli-
tics during the National Socialist rule with regard to the German (Charles) Univer-
sity of Prague. It is based on presenting a verbatim edition of a talk broadcast on
August 12, 1942 on German-language Radio Prague, in which historian and univer-
sity teacher Hans Joachim Beyer talked about the creation of the Reinhard Heydrich
foundation. The text is a unique proof of how science was presented to a broad pub-
lic. Ample reference is made to the large degree of politicisation of science, seen as a
manifestation of modernity. However, the interview evoked critical reactions among
Prague academics, which seems to suggest that tensions existed between competing
scholars. University under National Socialist rule emerges as a framework for con-
flict among groups of highly divergent ideological conviction.


