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W E N Z E L  J A K S C H  I N  C Z E C H O S L O VA K  S TAT E  S E C U R I T Y
D O C U M E N T S ,  1 9 4 5 - 1 9 6 6

Detlef Brandes

The relationship of the Sudeten German Social Democrat Wenzel Jaksch with rein-
stated Czechoslovakia after the defeat of the national socialist German Reich is not
as thoroughly researched as are other aspects of his political activities. However,
Czechoslovak State Security sources have recently been made available to re-
searchers into this topic. By taking recourse to this variety of documents, the pres-
ent contribution seeks to reconstruct the image of Jaksch as gathered by Czecho-
slovak State Security. What notion of Jaksch the authors of the reports in question
entertained and how they interpreted his political stance proves that they indeed
attached considerable importance to Wenzel Jaksch. Moreover, in the mirror of these
documents the picture of this prominent Sudeten German politician and expellee
functionary is supplemented by a host of new aspects.

“ W I T H  N O  M U S I C  P L AY I N G  A N D  N O  O N E  S I N G I N G ”

How suicide in the Bohemian Lands came to be regarded less in criminal 
and more in medical terms (1787-1873)

Daniela Tinková

This contribution deals with the process of de-criminalization of suicide in the
Habsburg Monarchy between 1787 and 1873 and its various phases. The author
draws mainly on concrete court cases from the territory of Krumau, supported by
other examples from Bohemia and Moravia. During the period in question, various
legislative steps brought a departure from judicial sanctions with regard to body and
belongings of the deceased. In this way, the law adapted to a gradual change in real-
ity, caused mainly by resistance to these sanctions among the populace, with the peo-
ple seeking to reach interment on cemetery grounds or a fully-fledged Christian bur-
ial. The author convincingly demonstrates that the part of the medical expert gained
in importance since the start of Enlightenment: To seek testimony to a mental dis-
order by a doctor increasingly became a method of getting around the repressing
norms of criminal law and ultimately around these of canon law, which had a longer-
lasting effect.


