
A B S T R A C T S

A I R S H I P S  A S  H A R B I N G E R S  O F  S A LVAT I O N ?

A historical report on the Zeppelin flights into the Sudetenland 1938/39

Rudolf Jaworski

The history of Zeppelin airships has always been fraught with political implications
and intentions, and the National Socialist era was no exception. The Nazis recog-
nised the potential of these giant airships for mass propaganda and skilfully exploit-
ed the Zeppelin cult to popularise and justify their political aims. This study pro-
vides a detailed analysis of two propaganda flights into the Sudetenland only a few
weeks after it was incorporated into the Greater German Reich (Großdeutsches
Reich) and shortly before the start of the Second World War. 

Despite their brief and episodic nature, the temporal and geographic context of
these two Zeppelin flights lends them relevance and significance in contemporary
history, an aspect explored for the first time in this publication. The first of the
flights, the so-called ‘Sudeten German Liberation Flight’ (Sudetendeutsche
Befreiungsfahrt), took place on 2 and 3 December 1938 and was closely connected
to the by-elections to the Greater German Parliament, the Großdeutsche Reichstag.
The second marked the only time a Zeppelin landed in the newly created
Sudetengau, namely on 13 August 1939 in the city of Eger/Cheb. Both events drew
considerable attention from the population – as evidenced, among other things, by
numerous private photographs. When the war began, the era of the Zeppelin ended,
and German propaganda began to rely on much smaller and faster airborne vehicles.

W O M E N  I N  T H E  C Z E C H O S L O VA K  A R M E D  F O R C E S ,  
1 9 4 5 - 1 9 8 9

Jakub Novotný

After the Second World War, there was debate about whether women should con-
tinue to be permitted to serve in the Czechoslovak armed forces or whether the mil-
itary sphere should be reserved for men. The decision to allow women to join the
army was not exclusively based on ideological assumptions by the communists rul-
ing after 1948, however: Pragmatic reasons relating to the needs and interests of the
military as well as of the state as a whole likewise played a role.

This article deals with women in the Czechoslovak armed forces between 1945
and 1989. After laying out the legal foundations for women serving in the military,
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it investigates the attitude towards female soldiers adopted by the army leadership
and whether it changed over time. A particular focus lies on the first half of the
1960s, when the recruitment of women was temporarily suspended. Subsequently,
the motivations for women to sign up for army service are examined, and finally,
using images of motherhood and women in military uniforms, the question of the
femininity of female soldiers is discussed. 

T H E  B A R O Q U E  S C H WA R Z E N B E R G S  A N D  T H E I R  
L A N G U A G E  C U LT U R E  I N  T H E  1 7 TH A N D  1 8 TH C E N T U RY

Rostislav Smíšek

The constitutive element of the identity of the Schwarzenbergs during the 17th and
18th century was not their regional or national provenance but rather a kind of cos-
mopolitanism and their membership in the European aristocratic society. This was
clearly reflected in their relationship to languages. This article analyses the linguistic
background of the baroque Schwarzenbergs, examining which languages they spoke
and how prestigious they considered them to be, as well as which languages they
taught their children. Besides German as their first (native) language, the Schwar-
zenbergs were proficient in French, Italian, and Latin; in the 17th century, they also
spoke Spanish. While they did not neglect the vernacular languages – in this case,
Czech – their capabilities in these popular languages were significantly exceeded by
their command of the Romance languages and Latin. The practical, social function
of Czech was what mattered; it was entirely sufficient for the Schwarzenbergs to
know it well enough to communicate with their subjects in the Kingdom of
Bohemia. 

T W O  O R D E R S  O F  “ U S A B L E  PA S T ” ,  P L E A S E !

Slovak history, newly written

Martina Winkler

This review essay addresses current questions regarding the history of Slovakia and
the issues relating to a historiography oriented around nation and the nation state.
Whereas Slovak historiography was heavily dominated and scandalized by national-
ist narratives in the 1990s, more differentiated and reflected perspectives that are
nevertheless involved and spirited have recently come to the fore, as exemplified by
the two discussed works.


