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Wenceslas IV and Charles IV in the eyes of their contemporaries

Václav Žůrek

Under the rule of Wenceslas IV (1363–1419), idealization of his father, Emperor
Charles IV (1346–1378), quickly established itself. It was the result of political insta-
bility, the weakening of royal authority, and the strong opposition to Wenceslas. The
idealized image of Charles IV was based on the official court propaganda and had
already been disseminated during Charles’ own lifetime by way of numerous texts
created in the environment of the Prague court. Over time, it gradually became an
effective instrument for expressing criticism of the contemporary situation within
the Empire and the Kingdom of Bohemia. Wenceslas IV was subsequently often
directly contrasted with his father: He was considered a politically passive and in-
competent ruler, while Charles was portrayed as a wise, pious, and worthy monarch.
The criticism of Wenceslas focused on his character flaws – especially his violent
temper, his cruelty, and his proclivity for alcohol. Charles’ rule was idealized as a
golden age of peace and order that had supposedly ended with Wenceslas’ accession
to the throne. Thus Wenceslas IV stood in his father’s shadow during his own time
and beyond, which significantly influenced his negative image in history.

F O U R  I N V E N T O R I E S  O F  M U S I C  F R O M  T H E  C H O I R  O F
T H E  C H U R C H  O F  S T.  N I C H O L A S  I N  E G E R  

( W E S T E R N  B O H E M I A )

A contribution to the history of repertoire migration at the turn of the 16th 
to the 17th century

Jan Bilwachs

Eger (Cheb), a city in the west of the present-day Czech Republic, was an important
political and cultural centre linking the Bohemian and German lands during the Late
Middle Ages and the early modern period. An integral part of cultural life in the city
was the music practiced and performed at the Latin school and the Church of St.
Nicholas. This study focuses on four inventories of music created by newly appoint-
ed cantors during the phase of re-Catholicization around the turn of the 16th to the
17th century. Their contents not only reflect the changes in the position of cantor
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but also enable a reconstruction of the musical prints purchased over time by the
town since the middle of the 16th century. These prints apparently formed the reper-
toire for the local Latin school and the church. The inventories contain entries on
music anthologies through which the Italian repertoire was disseminated in the lands
beyond the Alps. At the same time, they document the contemporary predilection
for polyphonic music. Their contents also prove a kinship between the inventories
in Eger and those of the Latin schools in Schlaggenwald (Horní Slavkov) and El-
bogen (Loket). 

FA S C I S T ?  D E M O C R AT ?  S P Y ?

The Three Lives of Vladimír Pekelský

Niklas Platzer

This study explores the complex and contradictory life of Vladimír Pekelský (1920–
1975), a figure emblematic of the turbulent political landscape of 20th-century
Central Europe. Pekelský’s biography unfolds in three distinct phases: his early
involvement as a fascist youth member of the Vlajka movement, his subsequent role
as a democratic exile politician and publisher in West Germany, and finally his
coerced collaboration as a (double) agent for the Czechoslovak State Security (StB).
Employing a microhistorical approach, this work delves into the interplay of per-
sonal agency, political opportunism, and structural constraints shaping his actions
against the backdrop of postwar exile and Cold War espionage. Pekelský’s life illus-
trates the ambivalence and fragility of exile politics marked by ideological shifts,
internal rivalries, and the constant threat of infiltration by secret services. His mar-
riage to Maria Theresia Pekelská – herself an StB agent – further complicates his nar-
rative, highlighting the entwined personal and political dimensions of espionage. The
study argues against simplistic moral categorizations, advocating instead for a
nuanced understanding of individual responsibility within broader socio-political
pressures. Pekelský’s extensive archival legacy – paradoxically a product of his espi-
onage activities – offers valuable insights into the dynamics of the Czech–Slovak
exile community. Ultimately, his biography serves as a lens for examining the broad-
er historical processes of political exile, loyalty, and betrayal during the Cold War.


