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G E R M A N Y,  C O U N T RY  F O R  ( M Y )  E M I G R AT I O N ?

Thoughts on the longing for an abandoned country

Jana Burgerová

The author discusses the blockades making it difficult for her to accept her new real-
ity of life in Munich openly and graciously after her involuntary emigration from
Prague in 1968. She argues that her parents’ decision in favour of their initial emi-
gration from the USA to Czechoslovakia in 1950 was dictated by idealized notions
and their inability to interpret warning signs correctly. According to Burgerová, they
handed down this wishful thinking and the accompanying denialism to their daugh-
ter in the shape of a transgenerational imprint. The resulting prejudices against the
“evil West” and the rejection of all things German, so the author, impeded her in her
personal development as an adult; she was only able to break through this pattern
after becoming a psychoanalyst. She also illustrates how frequently it occurs
throughout history using the plot of the film “Nostalgia” by Italian director Mario
Martone.

A E S T H E T I C S  –  M O R A L I T Y  –  P H I L O S O P H Y

Report on the writings of Bernard Bolzano

Steffen Höhne

Bernard Bolzano’s aesthetics represent an original position in the Habsburg context,
distinguished by a cognitivistic-conceptual approach that perceives beauty as an
object of cognition and moral judgment. Bolzano conjoins art and morality, postu-
lating that moral deficits lessen the beauty of an artwork. Furthermore, aesthetic
analysis integrates the observer as an actor capable of judgment. Besides aesthetics,
Bolzano’s writings on morality accentuate the significance of virtue, of ethics guid-
ed by reason, and of social responsibility. In addition, Edgar Morscher’s systematic
study on Bolzano’s philosophy as an ensemble of rationally justified truths is pre-
sented. 


