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B E T W E E N  C I V I L I S I N G  M I S S I O N ,  F O L K L O R I S AT I O N ,
A N D  F O L K L O R I S M

The Prague exhibition “Art and Life in the Podkarpatská Rus” (1924)

Olivier Peyronnet

Based on the exhibition “Art and Life in the Podkarpatská Rus [Transcarpathia]”
held in Prague in the year 1924, this article analyses how Czechoslovakia construct-
ed this easterly territory as a periphery that was to be simultaneously modernised
and staged. The discourse of the “civilising mission” was closely linked to the folk-
lorisation of the region. The contribution of this study consists in revealing this par-
adox: By purporting to integrate and stimulate the region, the Czechoslovak state
solidified its exoticised otherness. The article shows that the exhibition did not limit
itself to presenting the region’s folk culture, but that instead the selection of objects
and practices constructed the image of an “authentic” culture of Transcarpathia,
thereby contributing to its folklorisation and differentiation from the rest of
Czechoslovakia. The analysis of the choice of exhibits, their regional classification
and distribution across the museum venue, and their scientific framing and econom-
ic valorisation allows the connections between knowledge, pedagogy, and power
within a single representation project to be understood. It becomes clear that the
preservation of cultural heritage in a quasi-colonial context did not represent a neu-
tral gesture; rather, it involved processes of hierarchisation, standardisation, and cul-
tural control.

T H E  G U E S T  B O O K  O F  T H E  M A N U S C R I P T  C H A M B E R  
AT  D V Ů R  K R Á L O V É  

Or: Science between candle wax and data curation

Matthias Melcher

The Manuscript of Dvůr Králové (Königinhof an der Elbe) remains a relevant topic
of research more than two hundred years after its discovery and around one hundred
and fifty years after its exposure as a forgery. The guest book of the manuscript
chamber at Dvůr Králové, where the manuscript was found, has recently been made
available in digital form, thereby offering new perspectives for analysis of the manu-
script and the history of its discovery. Augmented with the corresponding metada-
ta, for example, the records enable geographic visualisation of the origins of persons
who visited the manuscript chamber – as well as opening up numerous other avenues
for research.


